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The Saker Falcon (Falco cherrug) has been
a breeding and wintering species in the
southern shore of Lake Balkhash region
for the last two decades. There is a pub-
lication describing the first known case
of the Saker Falcon nesting there in 2013
and the wintering of a pair in the transi-
tion landscape of wetland to desert biome
landscape of this geographical area (Zhat-
kanbaev, 2014).

By the end of 2017, the nesting popula-
tion of the species numbered at least 20
pairs. Saker Falcons nested both in the Ile
River and Karatal River floodplain areas,
and their nests were located directly in
the desert areas of the Ile-Karatal inter-
fluve. Here pairs occupied nests of both
Long-Legged Buzzards (Buteo rufinus) and
unoccupied old nests of Golden Eagles
(Aquila chrysaetos) and Brown-Necked Ra-
vens (Corvus ruficollis), often located on the
power transmission poles of 35kV power
lines.

In February 2015, a pair of Saker Falcons
was able to drive a pair of Long-legged
buzzards out of their nest, which had been
continuously occupied for the previous 4
years, and the buzzards were forced to oc-
cupy and renovate an old dilapidated nest
200 m away from the main nest. The pair
of Saker Falcons then successfully hatched
chicks in the Long-Legged buzzards’ nest.

The main prey item of Saker Falcons in
the southern shore of Lake Balkhash in the
period of 2013-2023 was the Great Gerbil
(Rhombomys opimus). Interestingly, in May

2015, adult Saker Falcons had fed their
nestlings with Rooks (Corvus frugilegus),
including whole carcasses. They had been
hunted in the nesting colony in Karaoy vil-
lage 22-25 km away, causing considerable
disturbance in the Rook colony.

Addjitionally, among the prey species of
the Saker Falcon were the Steppe Agama
(Trapelus sanguinolentus) and fish, namely
carp (Cyprinus carpio). It also fed on car-
rion. After setting Reconyx and Bushnell
camera traps, it was observed that on
March 22, 2017, a male Saker Falcon flew
into a rather dense thicket of trees, mainly
consisting of Poplar (Populus deversifolia),
and, descending to the ground, managed
to grab an adult Muskrat (Ondatra zibethi-
cus) and fly away with it.

During nesting of Saker Falcons in the
southern shore of Lake Balkhash, the fact
of cainism among Saker Falcon nestlings
was established, when on May 15, 2017,
one of them was observed on the ground,
eating another nestling that died, appar-
ently as a result of electric shock (the nest
of falcons was located in an abandoned
nest of a Brown-necked raven built on
a power transmission pole), whereas 5
healthy, fully feathered nestlings had been
observed in the nest the day before.

In 2021, the abundance of Great gerbil,
the main local prey species of the Saker
Falcon, was depressed, and as a possible
effect of this, the relative abundance and
occurrence of the Saker Falcon was ex-
tremely low in spring and summer of that
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year. Another possible reason for the de-
crease in the number of nesting pairs of
Saker Falcons in this region could be the
ongoing pressure of spontaneous illegal
falcon capture in Kazakhstan, as news of
such facts are still published both in the
media and on social networks.

In late summer and fall of 2022, adult
Saker Falcons started to reappear in their
former breeding areas, and were observed

near Brown-necked raven nests on power
transmission poles. Possibly, the same
breeding pairs of Saker Falcons gravitated
to such old and newly built Brown-necked
raven nests after their removal by power
engineers. In late July, late August, and
early September 2023, individual falcons
as well as pairs were observed near power
transmission poles with Brown-necked ra-
ven nests.
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Coxon 6aroban (Falco cherrug) s IOxuHOM
ITpmnbasxalibe B IMOCAEAHME ABa AECSITH-
AETUSI VIMeET CTaTyC THE3ASIIErocs U 31-
mytomlero Braa. O mepBoM AOCTOBEPHOM
CAyd4ae rHe3p0BaHMSI 6arobaHa B 2013 1. 1
3MMOBKM IIapbl B MHTPA30HAABHOM AQHA-
madTe 3TOro reorpadpmyeckoro payoHa
— Tlepex0oAd TUIIMYHBIX BOAHO-OOAOTHBIX
YTOAWIL B ITy CTHIHHBIE OMIOMBI MIMEETCSI ITy-
bamkatmst (JKarkanbaes, 2014).

K xommy 2017 r. HOBas THe3pOBasl
IPKIIMPOBKA BMAAQ HACUMTHIBaAa He Me-
Hee 20 map. IIpruém cOKOABI THE3AUANCD U
B IPMAEABTOBOM YacTy p. Mae, n mpumoii-
MeHHOM Tepputopum p. KapaTaa, a Takxe
HaxXOAMAMCD MX THE3AQ, pacIoAaraBIIINecsT
HETIOCPEACTBEHHO Ha IYCTBIHHBIX y4acT-
kax HMae-KapaTaabckoro MeXAypeubsl.
3Aech mapbl 3aHMMAaAM THE3AA KaK Kyp-
ra”HHMKOB (Buteo rufinus), Tak v He3aHsITbIE
cTapble THE3Aa bepkyTa (Aquila chrysaetos),

a Taxxe mycTeiHHOro BopoHa (Corvus
ruficollis), HepeAKO pacmoaaraBIIviecss Ha
oropax ASIT 35 KMAOBOABT.

B 2015 r. 3adpmuxcupoBaH cayydait, Koraa B
deBpanre mapa 6ar06aHOB cMOrAa M3THATH
TIapy KypraHHMKOB /3 X THE3AQ, TIOCTOSTH-
HO 3aCeAsieMOro B IIpeAbIAyInve 4 ropa, u
OHV OBIAV BBIHY X A€HBI 3aHSITh Y1 OOHOBUTb
CBOE CTapoe IOAypa3pyIIeHHOe THEe3A0 B
200 M ot ocHOBHOrO. ITapa xe barobaHOB
YCIIEITHO BbIBeAA ITEHIIOB B THe3Ae KYp-
TaHHIIKOB.

OcHOBHBIM 06BEKTOM AOOBIUM Haroba-
HOB B IOxHOM Ilpmbasxamibe B mccAeA0-
BaHHBIA mepuoa 2013-2023 rr. gBAsAQCh
6oabmrasi mecyanka (Rhombomys opimus).
HHTepecHO, 4YTO B3POCABIe 6aAOOAHBI
B Mae 2015 r. mpmHOMAM HOApacTaio-
IIVM B THe3Ae IreHnaM u rpadent (Corvus
frugilegus), B TOM dYmcAe HEABIMM TYIIIKa-
MM, OTAQBAMBASI X Ha THE3A0BOV KOAOHMIA



Proceedings of Conferences

Raptors Conservation 2023, Suppl. 2 461

B noc. Kapaoit 3a 22-25 xM, BbI3bIBasl He-
MaABII TEPENOAOX B TPAUMHON KOAOHWIL

Kpome Toro, cpeant 06beKTOB AOOBIUM
barobaHa 3pech OOHapyXXeHbI CTeITHasl
arama (Trapelus sanguinolentus) m pbIObI, a
uMeHHO casaH (Cyprinus carpio). Hemano-
BaXXHO OTMETUTD, UTO TaKXe AAS COKOAA
0Ka3anr0Ch XapaKTepHBIM MCIOAB30BaHNE
B Ka4eCcTBe KOpMa 1 mapaan. Ilpu pabore
¢ dororoBymkamu Reconyx m Bushnell
yCTaHOBAEHO, UTO caMel] 6arobaHa 22 Map-
ta 2017 r. npuaeTaa B AOBOABHO IIAOTHBIN
TIOAPOCT ApeBeCHOV POLINIIbI, IIPeUMYyIIIe-
CTBEHHO COCTOSIBIIIE} M3 TYpaHTM pas3HO-
AmcTHOM (Populus deversifolia) n, omyckasich
Ha 3eMAIO, CyMeA CXBaTUTh B3POCAYIO OH-
aarpy (Ondatra zibethicus) u yaeTeTh BMe-
CTe C HelL.

ITpu ruHe3poBaHMM 6arobaHa B IOX-
HoM [Ipubaarxaribe ycTaHOBAEH U ¢paKT
KaMHIM3Ma CpeAl ITEHIIOB, Koraa 15 Mas
2017 r. oAMH M3 HUX IIO€AaA Ha 3eMAe
APYTOTO, IOIUOIIIErO, BUAVIMO, B Pe3yAb-
TaTe yAapa SAeKTPUUECKMM TOKOM (THe3-
AO COKOAOB PacIiOAaraAoch B THe3Ae IIy-
CTBIHHOTO BOpOHa Ha orope ASIT) 1 B HeM
HaKaHyHe eIllé¢ HaXOAMAMCDH 5 3AOPOBBIX,
y>kKe IIOAHOCTBIO OIIepEHHBIX IITEHIIOB.

B 2021 r. emé mpoaoAXarach HabAIO-
AATBCST ASTIPECCUST YCACHHOCTY GOABIIION
MeCcYaHK — TAABHOTO MECTHOTO KOPpMOBO-
ro 06beKTa COKOAA M KaK BO3MOXKHBIN 3p-
dexT 3TOro — Ype3BbIualfHO HM3KAsI OTHO-
CUTEAbHAsI YMCACHHOCTD M BCTPEYaeMOCTb
BMAQ BECHOM M A€TOM 3TOrO roaa. Apyron
BO3MOXXHOV ITPMUMHOM YMEHbILIECHNsI UlC-
Aa THe3ASIMXCS Map 6ar06aHOB B 5TOM
pervoHe MOT OBITH M IIPOAOAKAOIIVIACS
CIIOHTaHHBIA 6PaKOHbEPCKII TIpecc Hee-
TaABHOTO OTAOBa COKOAOB B Kasaxcrawne,
IIOCKOABKY Takye (pakTbl BCE ellle IIyOAU-
KYIOTCSI KaK B CPeACTBaxX MacCOBOM MH-
dopmai, Tak ¥ B COLMAABHBIX CETSIX.

C xoH11a AeTa 11 oceHbi0 2022 T. B3pOCAbIe
6aAr06aHbI CTAAV BHOBB IOSIBASITBCSI B Me-
CTax IIPeXXHero pa3sMHOXEHNs, 9TO OBIAO
OTMEYeHO Y THE3A IyCTHIHHBIX BOPOHOB
Ha ornopax ASI. Bo3aMoXHO, 0AHM I Te Xe
mapbI 6ar00aHOB TaKXXe TSTOTEAN K TaK/MM
CTapbIM ¥ BHOBb IIOCTPOEHHBIM IyCTbIH-
HBIMM BOPOHAMM THE3AaM IIOCAe MX cbpa-
CbIBaHMSI SHepreTMKamu. B KoHIe moast, 1
B KOHIIe aBryCTa, a Tak>XXe B HauaAe CeHTsI-
6pst 2023 1. HAOGAIOAAAMCH OAMHOYHBIE CO-
KOABI ¥ TIapbl 6aA06aHOB y TaKuX OIOP C
IHE3AAMM Ty CTHIHHBIX BOPOHOB.
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Conrpl exi omXbIAAbIKTa OHTvVCTiK Baa-
Kamrarbsl ureari (Falco cherrug) vsi cana-
TBIH K3He KBICTAWTBIH TVp M3apTebeciHe
me. 2013 XBbIABI UTEATIHIH VS CaAybIHBIH
>K3HE OCBI TeorpadpysIABIK aliMaKThIH MHT-
pa3oHaABABI AQHAIIATBHIHAQ OKVIITBIH
KbICTaybIHBIH aAFaIIKbI CEHIMAL XKaFAalibl
TYPaABI-TUITIK CYABI-DaTIAKTBI >XepAep-

AiH IIeA 6MoMaArapblHa ©Tyi Typaabl Xa-
pusiaaebIM bap (JKarkanbaes, 2014).

2017 XBIAABIH asFbIHAQ TVPAIH >KaHa
VSIAAMTBIH TOITaMackl KeM AereHae 20
XvIOTel KvpaAbl. COHBIMEH KaTap, CVH-
Kapaap Iae eseHiHiH AeapTa 6beairiHae
XsHe KapaTan e3eHiHIH A3Hekepaey aii-
MarbIHAQ VSI CaAABI, COHbIMEH KaTtap Ire-
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Saker Falcon
(Falco cherrug).

Photo by A. Zhatkanbaev.

Banobar
(Falco cherrug).
domo A. XKamxarbaesa.

Hmenei

(Falco cherrug).

A. XKamxganbaesmoin
homoce.

KapaTan eszeHiHIH mIeAAl ydackeaepiHae
OpHaAacKaH vsiAapbl 60AABL. MVHAQ XVII-
Tap K3Aimri TiaemimTia (Buteo rufinus)
X3He 6vpkirtin (Aquila chrysaetos), coH-
Aamt-ak, meA KvarbIHHBIH (Corvus ruficollis)
VSIAApBIH MeAeHAl, oaap kebinece 35 Kiao-
BOABT 5A€KTpP CTaHIMSICBIHBIH TipeKTepiH-
A€ OpHaAaCKaH.

2015 XbIABI aKIlaH albIHAA XXVII UTEAT1
aAABIHFBI 4 XBIAAA TVPAKThl KOHBICTaH-
FaH VSIChIHaH 6ip—e1<i K9AIMI1 TiAeMIIITi
KYBIII IIIbIFapa aAfaH X>He OAap ecki To-
3BIFbI XKeTKeH VSIChIH Herisri vsiaad 200 m
KAIIIBIKTBIKTA 6achIl aAyFa >KsHe KaHap-
Tyra M3X6Vp 60OAFaH XarAal TipKeAai.
Hreari xvrorapsl 6aAaHaHAapABI TiA€MIIT
VSICBIHAH COTTi IIbIFApPABI.

2013-2023 XK. 3epTTeATeH Ke3eHAEe
Onrverik baaxaiirarel MTeATirepAiH He-
Ti3ri OAXa HbICAaHbI VAKEH KVMTbBIIIKAH
(Rhombomys opimus) 60AABL. Bip KbI3BIFBI,
2015 XBIAABIH MaMbIPbIHAA epecek banra-
MIAHAAP VSIAQ OCIIT Keae XKaTKaH 6aAariaHAap
MeH TaraHaapAbl (Corvus frugilegus), COHBIH
iIIiHAe TVTAC VIIAaAapMeH 3KeAil, OAapAbl
22-25 kM KambIKThIKTa Kapaoit ayblabIHAG-
FBI VSI CAAAThIH MEKEHAE VCTall, MEKEHHIHAE
alTapAbIKTal AVP b6ereH TYABIPABL.

ConbimeH KaTtap, raa emxiemepi (Trape-
lus sanguinolentus) XsHe 6aABIKTap, aTall
anitkaHaa casaH (Cyprinus carpio) MTeATi
OAXa HbICAaHAAPBIHBIH apacbhlHaH TabbIA-
Ap1. CoHpQli-aK, CVHKAp VIIIH XeM peTiH-
Ae TalipaAaHy X5He eAeKcere T5H eKeHiH
aTamn eTKeH XeH. Reconyx >xsHe Bushnell
doTo TV3aKTapbIMeH >KVMBbIC icTereH-
Ae, epxek mreari 2017 XbIAABIH 22 Hay-
PbI3bIHAQ aFalll TOFAMbIHBIH ©Te ThIFbI3
©CiHAICiHe VIIIBII KeTKEeHI aHbIKTAAAbBI, OA
HeTi3iHeH TOPaHFhbl TVPAI XalbIPaKThl Te-
pexTen Tvpaabl (Populus deversifolia) xs>ue
Xepre Tvce, epeceK OHAATpAbL (Ondatra

Saker Falcon nestlings in the nest on the power pole.
Photo by A. Zhatkanbaev.

ITmenyor 6anobana 8 eneszde Ha ASIL.
@omo A. XKamxkarbaesa.

OB yaceinoa umenzinin 6aranandapor. A. XKamxan-
baesmotH Gomocot.

zibethicus) vcTaml aAbIl, OHBIMEH bipre
VIIBIII KeTTi.

Omntvcerik baakamiTa vst caay kesiHae 6a-
AallaHAAp apachIHAA KamHM3M dpaxTici Ae
AQHBIKTAAABI, OAAPABIH 6ipi 2017 XBIAABIH
15 MaMbIpbIHAQ 5AEKTP TOTBIHBIH COFYbI
caaAapblHaH ©ATeH eKiHIINICIH XKell KOVFaH
Ke3Ae (CVHKapAapADBIH VSICBI SAEKTp XeAi-
CiHiH TiperiHAeri HIOAAl KapFaHbIH VSChIH-
Aa OpHaAacKaH) X>He OHBIH KapCaHBIHAA
Tarbl 5 cay, KasipAiH ©3iHAe TOABIK KaybIp-
CBIHABI banamaHAAp OOAFaH.

2021 XbIABI CVHKAPADBIH HeTisri Keprinik-
Ti KOpeK HbICAaHBI OOABIII TAOBIAATBIH VAKEH
KVMTBIIIIKAH CaHbIHBbIH ACIPEeccUsIChI DAL Ae
faifkaAABI >KSHE OHBIH BIKTVIMaA 3Cepi peTiH-
Ae OCbI XXbIAABIH KOKTeMi MeH Xa3bIHAQ TVP-
A€pAiH CaAbICTBIPMaAbl KOMTIrL MeH Maliaa
6OAYBI ©Te ToMeH 60AABL bva aliMakTa MTeA-
TIAEPAIH VST CaAaTbhIH JKVIITapbl CAHbIHBIH
a3alobIHBIH TaFbl 6ip bIKTMMaA cebebi Ka-
3aKCTaHAA CVHKAPAAPADI 3aHCBI3 ayAayAbIH
SKaAFaChIIl KeAe >KaTKaH OpakOHbEPAIK KbI-
CBIM 60AYBI MVMKIH, 6/iTKeHi MVHAAI ¢paKTi-
Aep 6vKapaAbIK akmapaT KVpaAAapbIHAQA Ad,
SAEYMETTIK XXeAirepAe Ae XapUsIAaHy Ad.

2022 XbIAABIH Xa3bl MeH KV3iHeH bac-
Tall epeceK WUTEATirep OVPBIHFBI Kebero
OpBIHAAPBIHAQ KaiiTa maiiaa 6ora bacra-
ABI, 6VA 9AeKTp XeAiciHiH TipexTepiHaeri
LIOA KapFaAapbIHBIH VSIAAPBIHAQ Dalikaa-
Abl. MVMKiH, COA XVII UTEATiAep SHepre-
TUKTep TacTaFaHHaH KeliH OCbIHAAM ecki
K5He XaHaAaH CaABIHFaH IIOAAL KapFarap
VsIAapbIHa TapThlAraH wmibiFap. lliaseHiH
asIFIHAQ >X3HE TaMbI3AbIH asiFbIHAQ, COH-
Aavi-aK 2023 XbIAABIH KbIPKVIiEK alibIHbIH
facblHAQ IIOA KapFaAapbIHBIH VSIAApbI
6ap OCbIHAQM TipeKTepAe )KAAFbI3 CVHKAP-
Aap MeH UTEeATi KVITapbl 6aliKaAABL.



