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Since 1973, the author has been conduct-
ing a complex study of birds in Georgia.
Particular attention was paid to identi-
fying threats and limiting factors, deter-
mining the extent and causes of death of
all raptors, including eagles. All known
cases were registered and, if possible,
the causes were determined. In addition
to the materials collected by the author
together with assistants, for the collect-
ing of statistical data regarding raptor
mortality (including eagles), in 1978-
1985 and in 1990-1991 special question-
naires were prepared and distributed to
all regions, autonomous republics and
districts of Georgia, to regional inspec-
tors of regional branches of the former
State Nature Conservation Committee,
employees of the former Department of
Nature Reserves and Hunting Industry
of Georgia, stuff of the former Georgian
Society of hunters, regional branches of
hunters and falconers societies, zoologists
and conservationists working in nature
reserves, universities, nature history mu-
seums, as well as to local amateur natu-
ralists, birdwatchers and school teachers.
More than 8700 copies of questionnaires
were distributed. Appeals to participate
in the counting along with instructions
were published in local newspapers and
distributed via mass-media (radio, TV).
As a result, about 520 responses were
received, including detailed information
on number of raptors killed by poachers,
electrocuted on power lines, trapped by
falconers, poisoned by chemicals, etc.,
altogether giving data on more than 160
death cases of nine eagle species. That
was a great help for better understanding
of threats and limiting factors.

The total number of adult eagles” deaths
recorded in Georgia in 1973-2022 was
441: 118 in 1973-1980, 171 in 1981-1990,
69 in 1991-2000, 56 in 2001-2011, and 27
in 2012-2022. At least 362 of recorded
mortality cases, or approximately 82% of

all, occurred during the autumn migra-
tion, which coincides with the hunting
season in Georgia, while 27 cases (6.12%)
were recorded during spring passages, 28
(6.35%) cases — during wintering, and 24
(5.44%) cases — during breeding seasons.
The main cause of death for adult eagles
recorded in Georgia during study has
been shooting — 296 cases for 9 eagle spe-
cies, which is more than 67% of the total
number of registered cases. Other record-
ed causes of mortality were the following:
death on electricity cables due to electric
shock (17 cases for 4 species), trapping
and killing (5 cases for 2 species), death
in traps with meat baits (5 cases for 2 spe-
cies), death due of poisoning at poisoned
meat baits (4 cases for 2 species), collisions
with technical constructions (4 cases for 2
species), death on garbage damps due of
poisoning (2 cases for 1 species), victims
of prey (1 cases for 1 species), collisions
with vehicles (1 cases for 1 species), uni-
dentified reasons (106 cases for 7 species).
There is no doubt that the shooting was
the cause of the eagles’ deaths in those
cases when it was not possible to accu-
rately determine its cause. More detailed
summarized data on distribution of reg-
istered mortality cases of adult eagles by
seasons of years as well as by regions of
Georgia are presented, analyzed, and dis-
cussed. Human persecution, especially il-
legal shooting, should be considered as a
basic threat to raptors in Georgia, includ-
ing all eagle species. The highest level of
illegal eagle shooting in Georgia was re-
corded at Black Sea coastlands, in western
part of Kolkheti Lowland, in river valleys,
in suburbs of large cities, and in some
other areas.

If we compare the scale and causes of
the eagle mortality in Georgia in differ-
ent decades, then in general it should
be noted that in recent years there has
been a slight decrease in the number of
shootings. Nevertheless, despite the leg-
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islative protection of all species of birds
of prey in Georgia, shooting is still the
main threat.

There are no recent data on raptor pro-
tection status from some regions of Geor-
gia annexed by Russia — Abkhazia (from
1993) and South Ossetia (from 2008). Ac-
cording to the available information from

these regions, the situation there is alarm-
ing.

To improve the situation with the pro-
tection of eagles in Georgia, as well as for
all other raptor species, it is necessary to
conduct extensive educational programs
among all segments of the population, pri-
marily among hunters.
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C 1973 r. aBTOp IPOBOAUT KOMIIAEKCHOE
m3yuenne nrvn I'pysm. Ocoboe BHMMA-
HIe YAEASIAOCh BBISBACHMIO YTPO3 U Orpa-
HUUMBAOMNX (PAKTOPOB, OIPEAEAEHIIO
MacImTaboB ¥ IPWUMH TIMOEAU XUIIHBIX
IITUILI, BKAIOYast OpAOB. beian 3aperucTpm-
POBaHbI BCe M3BECTHBbIE CAyYaM TMOeA u
10 BO3MO>KHOCTU YCTaHOBAE€HBI IIPMYVHBI.
IToMumo MaTepmanoB, COOPaHHBIX aBTO-
POM COBMECTHO C aCCMCTeHTaMM, AAST C60-
pa CTaTUCTUYIECKNMX AQHHBIX O CMEPTHOCTI
HEePpHaTbIX XUITHMNKOB, B TOM YJICA€ OPAOB,
B 1978-1985 rr. m 1990-1991 rr. 661AM TTOA-
TOTOBAEHBI ONPOCHMKM M Pa3OCAaHbI BO
BCe 00AACTM, aBTOHOMHbBIE PeCITyOAUKI 1
paﬁOHbI pr:sI/H/[ — permoHaAbHbBIM MHCIIEK-
TOpaM OOAACTHBIX OTAEAEHVIT ObIBIIIETO
I'ocyAapCTBEHHOTO  KOMMTETa  OXpaHbI
IIPUPOABI, paboTHMKaM 6bbIBIIEro Aemap-
TaMeHTa IIPUPOAHBIX 3allOBEAHVKOB U
OXOTHMYBETO XO3siicTBa I'pysmm, coTpya-
HUKaM 6p1Biero I'pysmrckoro obmiectsa
OXOTHNMKOB, B peTMOHaAbHbIe ObIIecTBa
OXOTHMKOB M COKOABHMKOB, 300A0raM "
3alllMTHMKaM IIPMPOABDI, pa6OTaIOH_U/IM B
3allOBeAHVIKaX, YHUBEPCUTETAX M My3esiX
€CTeCTBO3HaHI, a TaK>XXe MeCTHbIM HaTy-
PaAVCTaM-AIOOUTEASIM, AIOOMTEASIM IITHALL
V1 MIKOABHBIM YUMTEASIM.

Berao paszocaaro 6oree 8700 sK3eMITASI-
POB OIIpOCHMKaA. HpI/I3bIBI)I K y4acTHio
B YY€THONM paboTe M MHCTPYKLVV OBIAM
OHYGJ\I/IKOBaHI)I B MECTHbBIX raserax u pac-
IIPOCTPAHSIAICh Uepe3 CPeACTBa MacCOBOMA
nHpopMmamt  (paAuo, TeaeBuAeHME). B

pe3yAbTaTe 6bIAO TIOAYUeHO 0KOAO 520 oT-
BETOB, B TOM UMCAe ITOAPOGHAsI MHpopMa-
IS O KOAMYECTBe MEepHATBIX XVIIHIKOB,
ybUTBIX 6pakOHbepaMM, MOTMOIINX Ha Al-
HISIX SAeKTpoliepeAad, OTAOBAEHHBIX CO-
KOABHMKAMY, OTPaBA€HHBIX XMMIKaTaMU
" T.A. B ob1m1est cAoXHOCTY 6BIAM TTOAYYe-
HBbI AaHHBIe O 6oAee ueM 160 caydasx ru-
6eArt 9 BUAOB OPAOB, UTO CTAAO OOABIINM
TIOACTIOpPbEM  AASI AYYIIEero IOHVMAHMS
yTPO3 M OrpaHMUIMBAOIINX (PaKTOPOB.

Of11ee  KOAMYECTBO CAydYaeB IMbeAn
B3POCABIX OPAOB, 3apervCTpPMpOBAaHHbIX
B I'pysmm B 1973-2022 rr., cocTaBuao 441:
118 B 1973-1980 rr., 171 B 1981-1990 rT., 69
B 1991-2000 rr., 56 B 2001-2011 rr. 1 27 B
2012-2022 rr. He meHee 362 3aperncrpupo-
BaHHBIX CAy4YaeB rubean (mpumepHO 82%)
IIPUXOAWTCSI Ha OCEHHIOI MUTPAIVIO, CO-
BIIAAAIOIIYIO0 C Ce30HOM OXOThI B I'pysum,
27 cay4aeB (6,12%) 3apermncTpupoBaHO BO
BpeMsl BeCeHHeVl Murpaummy, 28 cAydaeB
(6,35%) —Ha 3umoBKax 1 24 cay4dast (5,44%)
— B IIepMoA pa3MHoXeHNst. OCHOBHO ITpu-
UMHOV TM6eA B3POCABIX OpAOB B ['pysum
BO BpeMsI MICCAGAOBAHMs OBIA OTCTpeA —
296 caydaeB AASL 9 BMAOB OpPAOB, UTO CO-
craBAsieT boaee 67% OT ObIIero umcAa 3a-
PerucTpupOBaHHBIX CAyYaeB.

Apyrumy TpudMHaAMM IMO6EAV OPAOB
ObIAM: TIOpaXkeHMe SAeKTPOTOKOM Ha
SAeKTpudecknx Kabeasix (17 caydaes anst
4 BUAOB), OTAOB U yMepuiBaeHme (5 cay-
4JaeB AAS 2 BUAOB), IM6eAb B AOBYIIIKAX C
MsICHBIMU MpuMaHKamu (5 caydaeB AAs 2
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BUAOB), OTpaBA€HME SIAOBUTBIMM MSICHBI-
MU TIpMMaHKaMM (4 caydast AAsI 2 BUAOB),
CTOAKHOBEHMe C TeXHUYECKMMI COOpyXKe-
HusIMU (4 cAydast AAS 2 BMAOB), IMbeAb
Ha CBaAKaX OT OTpaBAeHMs (2 caydast AAS
1 Bmaa), A06BIYA APYTMMM XWITHMKAMM
(1 cayuait aas 1 BMAQ), CTOAKHOBEHMS C
TpaHCIIOPTHbIMU cpeacTBamMM (1 caydait
AAs 1 BuAQ), HeyCcTaHOBAEHHbIe TIPUUIMHbI
(106 cayuaes aast 7 BUAOB). B Tex cayyasix,
KOTAa IPUUMHY IM6eA OPAOB TOUHO yCTa-
HOBUTD He YAAAOCD, IIPUYUMHOM, HECOMHEH-
HO, 6BIA OTCTpEA.

boiam mpeacTaBAeHBI, ITpOaHAaAM3MPO-
BaHBI U OOCYXAeHbI 60oAee TOAPOOHDBIE
CBOAHBIE AaHHbIe O pacllpeAeAeHMH 3ape-
IMCTPUPOBAHHBIX CAy4aeB I'Mb6eAM B3pOcC-
ABIX OPAOB IIO Ce30HaM roAa, a TakXe IO
OTAeAbHBIM permoHaMm I'pysmm. Ilpechae-
AOBaHIE YeAOBEKOM, B OCOBEHHOCTM He3a-
KOHHBIM OTCTpeA, CAepyeT pacCMaTpyBaTh
KaK OCHOBHYIO YTPO3y AASI XMIITHBIX ITTHIT
B I'py3mi, Bkarouast Bce BUABI OpAoB. Ca-
MBIl BBICOKMII yPOBEHb HE3aKOHHOTO OT-
CTpeAa OpAOB Ha Teppuropym I'pysmm 6614

3acpukcupoBaH Ha mobepexbe YépHOro
Mopsl, B 3amaaHol yacTy KoAXMACKOM HI3-
MEHHOCTM, B PEUHBIX AOAMHAX, IIPEUMY-
LIECTBEHHO B MMPUTOPOAAX KPYIHBIX FOPO-
AOB, B HEKOTOPBIX APYTMX MeCTax.

Ecam cpaBHEMBATH MacITabbl M IIPMYUMHbI
CMEPTHOCTM OPAOB B PasHble AECSITUAE-
TUSI, CAGAyeT OTMETUTh, YTO B ITOCACAHME
rOABI HabAIOAQETCSI HEKOTOpOe CHVDKeHe
uicAa OTCTpeAoB. TeM He MeHee, HeCMO-
TPSI Ha 3aKOHOAATEABHYIO 3aIlUTy BCeX
BMAOB XMIIHBIX OTull B I'pysum, orcTpea
OCTaéTCsI TAABHOM yIPO30iA.

Her cBexnx pAaHHBIX 06 OXpaHe IepHa-
TBIX XUIIHUKOB B HEKOTOPBIX permoHax
I'pysmu, aHHeKcMpoBaHHBIX Poccuent -
Abxasvm (c 1993 1.) n FOxuomt Ocetnn (c
2008 r.). OaHaxo MMeroIasics MHPOpMa-
1yt 06 STUX perMoHaX BbI3bIBaeT TPEBOTY.

AASl yAyUIIeHUSI CUTyaluy C OXpaHOM
OpPAOB M APYTMX XMIIHBIX OTuil B ['pysum
HEOOXOAMMO peaAr30BbIBaTh 06pa3oBa-
TeAbHbIe ITPOTPaMMbl C IIMPOKMM OXBa-
TOM CPeAM BCeX CAOEB HaCeAeHUs, B Iep-
BYIO OUY€pPeAb CPeAV OXOTHIKOB.
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1973 xbIAraH bHacTar aBrop I'pysus xvc-
TapblH XXaH-XaKTbl 3epTTepi. Kayinrep
MeH IIeKTeyIIi pakTOpAapAbl aHbIKTAY-
Fa, XBIPTKBILI KVCTapAbIH, COHBIH iIlIiH-
Ae KbIpaHAAPABIH ©AIMiHIH ayKbIMbI MEH
cebenTepiH aHBIKTayfa epeKile Has3ap
ayAapbIAABL. Bapabik 6eAriai eaim xar-
Aayiraphl TipKeAinl XsHe MVMKIiHAITiHIITe
ceberirepi aHBIKTaAAbI. ABTOp KOMEKIIIi-
AepMeH bipre XMHAAFaH MaTepuaAapAaH
facKa, KayHATTbI KbIPTKBIIITAPABIH, CO-
HBIH illliIHAE KbIpaHAAPABIH ©AIMi TypaAbl
CTaTUCTMKAABIK M3AIMeTTepAl XKuHayFa
I'py3usHBIH aBTOHOMMSIABIK pecITybAMKa-
Aapbl MeH ayAaHAApPbIHA — 6VPBIHFBI MeM-
AeKeTTiK TaburarThl Kopray Kommrerinin
OOABICTBIK OeAiMIlenepiHIH —alfMaKTBIK
VMHCIEKTOPAApbIHa, ['py3WsIHBIH 6VPBIHFBI

TabVEM KOPBIKTAp XK3HE aHIIBIABIK Ia-
PYAIbIABIFBI AeTIAapTAMEHTIHIH KbI3MeT-
Kepaepine, 6vpbIHFBI I'py3uH aHIIBIAAP
KOFaMbIHBIH KbI3METKepAepi, aliiMaKThIK
aHIIbIAAP MEH CVHKapAap KOFaMAAphI,
300A0TTap MeH TabUFATThI KOPFayIIbIAap-
fa, KOPhIKTapAa, YHUBEPCUTETTEpAE X5He
TabVEM TapyX MVpaXkallAapbIHAA XVMBIC
iCTeNTiH, COHAA-aK >XEPriAikTi SyecKoii
HaTypaAUCTep, KVCTapPAbI CVIIeTiHAep MeH
MeKTeIll MvFaaimaepire, 1978-1985 xshe
1990-1991 xbIarapbl cayaaHaMaAap Aa-
MBIHAAABII, bapABIK cararapFa Xibepiaai.

CayannamasbiH 8700-AeH acTaM AaHACBI
)Ki6epiAAi. Ecen >XvMbICbIHa KaThICyFa II1a-
KbIpyAap MeH HVCKayAap XepriAikTi ra-
3eTTepAe XapMsAAHABI X3He 6VKapaAbIK
akmapaT Kvpaajdapbl (paAMo, TeAeAMAAp)



Proceedings of Conferences

Raptors Conservation 2023, Suppl. 2 171

apKbIABI TapaTbIAAbL HaTiokecinae 520-
Fa XYbIK >Kayall, OHBIH illliHA€ KaHATThI
KBIPTKBIIITAPABIH CaHbI TYpPaAbl TOABIK
aKmapar, 6pakoHbepAep OATIpPreH, SAEKTP
XeAlaepiHAe Kasa TaIlkaH, CVHKap vcray-
IIbIAAP VCTafaH, XVMMMSIABIK 3aTTapMeH
yAaHFaH X3He T. 6. M9AIMeTTep aAbIHABIL
bapabireI KbipaHaapAbIH 9 TVpiHiH 160-TaH
acTaM OAiMi TypaAbl MaAIMeTTep aAbIHABI,
6vA KayiliTep MeH IIekTey ¢paKTOpAapbIH
>KaKChI TVCIHyTe VAKEH KOMeK OOAABI.
1973-2022 xbrapapsr I'pysusiaa Tipkea-
TeH epeceK KbIPaHAAPABIH OAIMIHIH XKaA-
bl canbl 1973-1980 xbirsapsr 441: 118,
1981-1990 xb1apaper 171, 1991-2000 Xb1a-
Aapbr 69, 2001-2011 Xxbiapapbl 56 XsHe
2012-2022 xprapaphr 27 60aab1. KeM ae-
reHAe 362 eAiM xaraaiibl (tramamen 82%)
I'pysusinare! aH ayaay MaychbIMbIHA COIIKeC
KEeAeTIiH KV3ri KeIll — KOHFa KeAeAl, 27 Kaf-
Aait (6,12%) KeKTeMri KelIli — KOH Ke3iHAg,
28 xaraait (6,35%) KpIcTayaa X>3He 24 Xaf-
Aait (544%) xebero KeseHiHAe TipKeAAi
3epTTey KesiHae I'pysusiaa epecex KbIpaH-
AApABIH ©AIMiHIH Herisri cebebi aTy 60AABI-
6vpxiTTepain 9 Tvpi vimia 296 Xxaraaii, 6vA
TipKeAreH >KaFAallAapABIH >KAAIbl CaHBI-
HBIH 67% — AQH acTaMbIH KVpalAbI.
KbIpanaapAbIH ©AIMIHIH backa aa ce-
benrepi: AeKTp KabeAbAepiHAE 3SAEKTp
TOTBIHBIH COFYBI (4 Tvp viiH 17 Xaraai),
ayaay XsHe OATipy (2 Tvp vimH 5 xar-
Aall), eT XXeMAepiMeH Tv3aKTapaa eAyi (2
TVp VIIiH 5 Xaraali), yAbI eT XeMAepiMeH
yAaHYBI (2 TVP VIIIH 4 XarAaif), TeXHUKa-

ABIK KVPBIABICTAapMEH COKTBIFBICY (2 TVp
VIIiH 4 >XaFAai), KOKBIC OpBbIHAAPBIHAA
yAaHyaaH oAyi (1 Tvp vimiH 2 XaFraaii),
6acka XbIPTKBIIITAPABIH OAXKaChI 60AY (1
Tvp VIIiH 1 Xaraal), KeAik Kvpaaraphl-
MeH COKTBIFbICYDI (1 Tvp vIIiH 1 Xaraali),
aHbIKTaAMaraH cebernrrepi (7 Tvp vimia 106
XKarpalt) GOAABL. KbipanaapabIH eAiMiHIH
cebebiH ADA aHBIKTAy MVMKIH O60OAMaraH
XaFAaiirapaa, OHBIH cebebi cescis aty 6o-
ABITI CAHAAABI.

Epecex xpIpaHAApABIH OAIMIHIH >XBIA
MesriapaepiHe, coHaal-aK I'py3usHBIH Xe-
KeAeTeH aliMaKTapblHa TapaAybl TypaAbl
erXeli-Ter>KelAl MaAiMeTTep VChIHBIABIIL,
TAAAAHABI X3HE TAAKbIAAHABI. AAaMHbBIH
KyAaAaybl, scipece 3aHcbI3 aTy, I'pysmsi-
AaFrbl XBIPTKBIII KVCTapFa, COHBIH illliHAe
KBIpaHAAPABIH 6apABIK TVpAepiHe HeTis-
ri Kayill peTiHAe KapacThIPBIAYBI Kepek.
I'pysms aymarbIHAQ KbIpaHAAPABI 3aHCBI3
aTyAbIH eH Xorapbl AeHrevii Kapa Tenis
XaranayblHA, Koaxmaa oifmmaTeIHBIH 6a-
ThIC boAiriHae, e3eH aHFapAapbIHAQ, Heri-
3iHeH ipi KaArarapAbIH MaHBIHAQ, 1<e1716ip
backa XepAepAe TipKeAAd.

Sp TVpPAL OHXBIAABIKTapAArbl 6Vp-
KITTEepAIH ©AIM-XITiMiHIH ayKbIMbl MeH
cebemnTepiH CaABICTBIpa OTBIPBII, COHFBI
KBIAAAPBL aTy CaHBI bipIlllaMa TOMeHAeTe-
HiH aTarn eTKeH XoH. AereHmeH, ['pysnssa-
FBI KBIPTKBIII KVCTaPABIH 6aPABIK TVPAE-
PiH 3aHHaMaABIK KOpFayblHa KapaMacTaH,
aTy 6acThI Kayill GOABII KaAa bepeai.

I'py3usiHBIH Keiibip aliMmakTapbiHAa Pe-
cert — Abxasust (1993 XbiapaH Gacram)
xsHe OHTveTik Ocetnss (2008 XbIAAaH
facram) KOCKaH KaHATTbI XBIPTKBIIITAP-
ABI KOpFay TypaAbl XKaHa MaAiMeTTep
XOK. AAaiiaa, 6va ayiMaKTap TypaAbl KOA-
Aa bap axKmapar araHAATaABI.

I'pysusiparpl KblpaHAAp MeH 6acka Aa
KBIPTKBIII KVCTapAbl KOpPFay >KaFAAlbIH
KaKCapTy¥a XaABIKTBIH 6apABIK TONTapbI
apacblHAQ, €H aAAbIMeH aHIIbIAAp apa-
CbIHAA KeHiHeH KaMTBIAFaH 6inim bepy
6arAapAaMarapbIH XV3ere acbIpy KaXeT.

Evidence of illegal raptor shooting along Georgia’s Black
Sea coast: hunters typically remove and discard the wings,
legs and heads of the birds they shoot.

Photo by B. Willaert.
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