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The Egyptian Vulture (Neophron perc-
nopterus) is one of the four breeding
vulture species in Armenia. The most
recent information on the status of the
Egyptian Vulture population in Arme-
nia can be found in the latest edition of
the Red Data Book of the Republic of
Armenia (2010), which reports the pres-
ence of 40-60 breeding pairs, including
10 in protected areas of Armenia. Previ-
ously published studies conducted from
1973 to 1994 (particularly in 1975-1977
and 1981-1989) confirmed the pres-
ence of only 3 breeding pairs, but it was
assumed that there should be 40-50
breeding pairs, mainly in the Bazum,
Pambak, Areguni, Geghama, Vardenis
and Zangezur mountain ranges. Addi-
tionally, 7 active nests were reported
during the 1960-1995 field observations
at Kapan, Byurakan, Garni, Noratoos,
Vedi, Shamoot and near Yerevan. Al-
though the reproductive success of the
reported 40-60 breeding pairs has never
been verified, this number of pairs was
assumed to be accurate based on vulture
abundance counts. The lack of up-to-
date data, as well as frequent sightings
of abandoned nests during our sporad-
ic observations in previous years, high-
lighted the need to assess the current
population status of the Egyptian Vul-
ture in Armenia in order to estimate
the breeding success and population
dynamics of the species, identify the
main threats to the species, and devel-
op appropriate conservation measures.
Our research was conducted in 2021
and 2023 and aimed to estimate the cur-
rent population status of the Egyptian
Vulture in Armenia. The fieldwork was
based on available data on breeding
territories and maps of suitable nest-
ing habitats produced using predictive
modelling. Field studies were conduct-
ed from March to July 2021 and 2023

in Ararat (2021, 2023), Armavir (2021),
Aragatsotn (2023), Kotayk (2021, 2023),
Vayots Dzor (2023), Lori (2021, 2023),
Shirak (2021), Gegharkunik (2023), Ta-
vush (2021), and Syunik (2021) regions
using a spotting scope, binoculars, and
a drone. Preliminary results showed
6 active nests with 3 fledglings in the
breeding territories checked in 2021
(1 nestling per nest in Lori, Tavush,
and Vayots Dzor regions), and 3 ac-
tive nests in the breeding territories
checked in 2023, with 1 unsuccessful
breeding in Vayots Dzor and 2 suc-
cessful breedings in Vayots Dzor and
Kotayk regions. A total of 12 aban-
doned nests were found, 5 in Tavush,
Syunik, Lori, Ararat, and Vayots Dzor
regions in 2021 and 7 in Lori, Vayots
Dzor, Aragatsotn, Ararat, Kotayk, and
Gegharkunik regions in 2023. In most
of the cases, no adults were observed
flying at the breeding territories with
abandoned nests. Only in Vayots Dzor,
Lori, and Aragatsotn regions, 3 sight-
ings of adults flying near abandoned
nests were recorded. One of these nests
was later confirmed to have had an un-
successful breeding attempt.

In addition, to study local and mi-
gratory movements, natal philopatry,
and to identify the main threats to the
species along its flyways, particularly
in Armenia, we have started tagging
Egyptian Vultures with Aquila satellite
GPS/GSM transmitters in 2021. Un-
til now we have successfully tagged 5
fledglings in Lori, Kotayk, and Vayots
Dzor regions. In 2021, 1 individual was
tagged in Lori region and migrated to
Ethiopia (unfortunately, the connection
with it was lost due to roaming termi-
nation in Ethiopia). In 2022, 2 siblings
were tagged in Kotayk region. One of
them crossed the Red Sea to Ethiopia
(the connection with it was lost), and
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the other stayed in Yemen and is still
being tracked. In 2023, 2 fledglings
were tagged in Kotayk and Vayots
Dzor regions. 1 case of fratricide was
recorded in the nest in Lori region.

We plan to monitor Egyptian Vul-
ture nests regularly over the coming
years to estimate population dynam-
ics, breeding success, and to identify

the main threats to the species so that
specific conservation measures can be
taken.

The study was conducted as part of the
“Birds of Prey Research and Conserva-
tion in Armenia” project, implemented
by the Branch of the German Nature Pro-
tection Union (NABU) in the Republic of
Armenia (NABU).
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Crepssitank  (Neophron  percnopterus)
SIBASIETCSI OAHMM M3 UETBIPEX THE3AS-
IMXCS B ApMeHUM BUAOB IIaAaAbIIN-
xoB. Hamboree axkTyanbHBIE CBeAEHUS
O COCTOSIHMM IIOIYASIIMM CTepBSTHMKA
B ApMeHNMM COAEpXaTCs B IIOCAEAHEM
n3pasmm KpacHoit xHUTH PeCHy6AI/IKI/I
Apmenns (2010), rae rosopurcsa o Ha-
amumm 40-60 rHesasmmxcst map, 10 m3
KOTOPBIX OBUTAIOT Ha OXPaHSIeMbIX Tep-
putopusix Apmerym. Paree omybanmko-
BaHHBIE JICCA€AOBAHMS, IIPOBEAEHHDIE C
1973 mo 1994 r. (B ocobeHHOCTH MCCAe-

poBaHUsST 1975-1977 m 1981-1989 rr.),
IIOATBEPAMAM HaAM4Me BCEro 3-X THe3-
ASIIIIVIXCSI TTap, OAHAKO IMPeAIIOAaraAoch,
4TO MX AOAXHO 6bITH OKOAO 40-50, B
OCHOBHOM B TOPHBIX MaccmBax basym,
ITambax, Aperynm, I'erama, Bapaenuc u
3anresyp. Kpome Toro, B x0a€e OAeBBIX
HabaroaeHmit 1960-1995 rr. 6610 ommca-
HO 7 XXMABIX T'HE3A, PacIOAOXEHHBIX B
okpectHocTsx Kamnana, bropaxasna, I'ap-
Hu, Hoparyca, Beau, IllamyTa 1 Epena-
Ha. XOTS yCHEITHOCTb I'He3AOBaHMS 3a-
siBAeHHbIX 40-60 rHesAsIIMXCcs map Hu-
KOTAa He IMPOBepsIAach, 3TO KOAMYECTBO
Iap CUUTAAOCH AOCTOBEPHBIM MICXOAS U3
AAHHBIX YUETa UMCAEHHOCTY CTEPBSTHNU-
KoB. OTCYTCTBME aKTyaAbHBIX AQHHBIX,
a TakXe YacTble CAyduam ObGHapyXeHUs
3abpOIIeHHBIX I'HE3A BO BpeMs HaIIuX
SIM30AMYECKMX HaOAIOAEHUI B IpEAbI-
AyIIyie TOABI IIOKa3aAM HEOHXOAMMOCTD
M3yUeHNUsI COBPEMEHHOTO COCTOSHMS TI0-
IyASIIAN CTEPBITHMKA B ApPMEHUM AAS
OIIEHKV yCIIeIITHOCTYI THe3AOBaHUSI U AU-
HaMUKI IOIYASIIVM BUAQ, OIIpeAeAeHNS
OCHOBHBIX yI'PO3 U pa3paboTKu Mep IO
ero coxpaHenmioo. Harmre mccaepoBaHMe
npoBoanAoch B 2021 u 2023 rr. 1 cTaBUAO
LIEABIO OIIEHUTb aKTyaAbHOE COCTOSIHME
TIONYASIINM CTePBITHMKA B ApMeHNN.
ITpu mpoBepeHMM IIOAEBBIX MCCAEAOBa-
HUI 6BIAM MCIIOAB30BaHbl MMEIOIINMEeCS
AaHHBIE O MeCTax 'He3A0BaHMS M KapThl
IIPUTOAHBIX AASI THE3AO0BAHMSI MECTOOOU-
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TaHMI, CO3AaHHbIE C ITIOMOIIBIO MPOTHO3-
HOro mMoaeamposanms. IToaeBble mccae-
AOBaHMs IIPOBOAMAMCE C MapTa II0 MIOAD
2021 1 2023 rr. B Apaparckoit (2021, 2023
rr.), Apmasupckoit (2021), AparamoTs-
ckont (2023), Koraimkckom (2021, 2023),
Baitonasopckoit (2023), Aopmickoii (2021,
2023), HInpaxckcxoir (2021), I'erapxyHmx-
cxoi1 (2023), Tasymckoit (2021) n CroHmk-
ckoit (2021) obAaacTsIx ¢ UCIIOAB30BaHMEM
TIOA3OPHOM TPybbl, 6MHOKAEN M ApOHa.
CoraacHo IpeaBapUTEABHBIM pe3yAbTa-
TaM, Ha obcaepoBaHHbIX B 2021 r. rHes-
AOBBIX YyUacTKaxX OBIAO 6 XMABIX THE3A
un 3 caérka (mo 1-My ¢ KaXXAOro rHe3aa
B Aopwmiickoii, Tasymickon u Barioma-
30pckoii obaacTsax). Ha obcaeroBaHHBIX
B 2023 r. rHe3A0BBIX y4yacTKaxX 6bIr0 3
KMABIX THe3Aa, ¢ 1-M HeyAauHBIM THe3-
AoBaHMeM B Baitomasopckoit obaactu u
2-Ms ycmellHbIMM B Bartonaszopcxoit n
Korarikckoit obaactsix. Becero 6s1A0 06-
Hapy>XeHO 12 MyCTyIOIIMX THE3A, U3 HUX
5 B Tasymickoit, CroHMKOM, AOPHUIICKOIA,
Apaparckoit u Baitonasopckoit obaa-
ctax B 2021 r., m 7 — B Aopuiickoit, Baii-
OLIA30PCKOM, AparaunoTHckoi, Apapart-
cxoi, Koravikckoit u I'erapKyHUKCKOM
obractsax B 2023 r. B6amsm mycrosas-
IIVX THE3A B3POCABIE OCOOM B OCHOBHOM
He HabAmOAaAUCH. B Bartonasopcxoii,
Aopuiickoit 1 AparalloTHCKOM 06AacTsIx
6bIA0 cAenaHO 3 HabAIOAEHMsI B3pOC-
ABIX ITHUII BOAM3M IyCTYIOIIMX THE3A. B
OAHOM U3 TaKUX THE3A, KaK BBISICHUAOCH

Io3Xe, BCE XXe Oblaa HeyCIeIIHas IIO-
ThITKA THE3A0BaHMSI.

Kpome TOrO, AASL M3yueHMsI AOKaAb-
HBIX IepeMelleHni M MapIIpyTOB MWu-
rpaumy, HaTaABHOM dpuaomaTpum u
BBISIBACHMSI OCHOBHBIX yIpPO3 BMAY Ha
€r0 IPOAETHBIX MYTSAX, OCODEHHO B
Apmenmn, ¢ 2021 roaa MbI HayaAM OT-
CA@XMBATh CTEPBSTHUKOB C ITOMOLIBIO
cry THUKOBBIX GPS/GSM-TpexepoB KoM-
marym Aquila. Ha araHHBIT MOMEHT MbI
yCHeIHO MoMeTuAM 5 cAéTrkoB B Ao-
pwickort, Kotaiikckoit m Baionasop-
ckoit obaactsax. B 2021 r. 1 ocobs 6b1Aa
rmomMeudeHa B AOpPMIICKOM 06AACTU U MU-
rpupoBaia B Ddpuommio (K coXareHUIo,
CBsI3b C Hell MoTepsiHa M3-3a NpeKpalle-
Hus poymunra B Ddpuomnum). B 2022 r. 2
0CcobM 13 OAHOIO THe3Aa OBIAUM ITOMeue-
HbI B KoTalkckoit obaacT; OAHA M3 HUX
nepecexkaa KpacHoe Mope u aocturaa
Sd¢momnmn (cBsI3b C Hell TaKXe O6BIAA TIO-
TepsiHa), a ApyTasl ocTaAach B HemeHe, n
HabAIOAeHMS 3a Hell IPOAOAXKATCsI. B
2023 r. B KoTaiikckoit un Bartonasopckoit
obAacTsIX TOMeYeHO 2 cAéTKa. B ruesae
B AopmiicKon obAacTU BBISIBA€H OAUH
CAyYal KaMHU3Ma.

B 6aAmxalmme roAbl MBI IIAQHMPYEM
NPOBOAMUTDL PETYASIPHBII MOHUTOPWHT
THE3A CTEPBSITHMKOB, YTOOBI OLIEHUTD IIO-
MYASIUMOHHYIO AMVHAMMKY M YCIEIIHOCTb
THe3A0BaHMsI, BBISIBUTh OCHOBHbBIE yIPO-
3bI 5TOMY BMAY M IPEAAOXUTH KOHKpeT-
HbIe MepbI M0 ero COXpaHEeHMUIO.

2021 XXOHE 2023 XbIJIOAPOA APMEHUALOA X¥PTLUbI ¥A CAJIATbIH
XXEPNEPAOI BAKbINAYAbIH BACTAMNKbI HOTUXXETEPI
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Kvptmsr (Neophron percnopterus) Apme-
HUSIAAFBI VI CAAyIIIbl, OA€KCEMEH KOpeK-
TeHeTiH TepT KvVC TVPiHIH KaTapbIHAA.
ApMeHMST eAiHAeri XVPTIIbI IOy ASIMSI-
CBIHBIH KVIii XKaliAbl €H ©3€KTi aKIapaTThl
Apmenns Pecniybamkacsr Kpi3pia iTabsi-
HaH (2010) xapayra 6oaaapr, oHAa 40-60
VsI CaAYIIbI XVITBIH aHbIFbI, OHBIH 10-bI

ApMeHUs eAiHIH KOpFaAaTbIH ayMaKTa-
PPIHAQ MEKEHAEWTIHI >XalAbl M3AIMAEH-
red. bvpema 1973-1994 XxpIrpaphra ©TKeH
(scipece 1975-1977 xsne 1981-1989 XbIA-
Aap apaAbIFbIHAAFBI) 3epTTeyAep Hebapsl
3 Vs caAyIIbl XVITBIH OapblH pacTaAbl,
anaripa, OAapAbIH caHbl mamamen 40-50,
HerisiHeH basym, ITambax, Aperynn, T'e-
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Juvenile Egyptian
Vulture (Neophron
percnopterus).

Photo by L. Aghajanyan.

Monodoii cmepesam-
Huk (Neophron
percnopterus).

Domo A. Aeadscana.

XKacan orcypmuier
(Neophron
percnopterus).

A. A2adocanaHHbIH
omocut.

raMm, BapaeHnc xsHe 3aHTe3yp Tay Xo-
TarapblHAA 00AYBI Kepek eai. CoHbIMEH
xarap, 1960-1995 XpiApap apaAbIFbIHAA-
FbI AaAaAbIK bOakplrayrapAa Kaman, Bro-
paxan, I'apmamu, Hoparyc, Beam, IlamyT
X3He EpeBaH aybIAABI-KaAaAbIK 6HipAep-
Ae OpHaAacKaH 7 SpeKeTTi Vsl 6alikaAAbI.
Artaampimn 40-60 vs caAyIIbl KVIITBIH
COTTIi VsIAayBhl elll TeKCepiAMereHMeH, XVII
CaHbBIHBIH aHBIFbI XVPTIIIbI CAHBIH ecelke
aAFaHAAFbI AepeKTepre ColiKec pacTaAAbl.
KaHa pepeKTepAiH XOKTBIFbI, COHAAM-aK
OTKEH XBIAAAPAAFbI ME3TiA-Me3TiA baKpI-
AayAap 6apbIChIHAA TaCTaHADBI VSIAAPABIH
KMi Ke3iryi ApMeHUsIAFbI XXV PTIIBI TIOIy-
ASIIVSICBIHBIH Kasipri XKaFAaifbIH 3epTTey
KaXXeTTiAIriH TyFbI3Abl. OA TVp MOMyAs-
LMSICBIHBIH CSTTIi VI CAAYbIH XX3He CepIli-
HiH 6aFanay, 6acTbI KayilTi aHbIKTay >K5He
TVPAI caKTay IaparapblH 33ipAeyre ba-
rpITTaraAbl. Ochbl MakcaTIeH 6i3 3epTTey-
Al 2021 xsHe 2023 XbIAAAPBI XVPIi3AiK.
AaranbIK 3epTTeyAep KesiHAe VS caha-
TBIH XePAEp XKaliAbl KOAMA bap AepeKTep
X3He 60AXaMABI MOAEABAEYMEH KVPBIA-
FaH Vs caAyFa >KapaMAbI MeKeH OpBbIHAA-
PpBI KapTaAaphl HaliAaAaHBIAABL AaAaAbIK
seprreyaep 2021 >xsmHe 2023 XBIAABIH
HaypbI3-IIIiAAE€  allAapbl  apaAbIFbIHAA
orTi: Apapar ob6abiceiHAa (2021, 2023),
Apmasup (2021), Aparauora (2023), Ko-
tant (2021, 2023), Baitoiazop (2023), Aopn
(2021, 2023), Hlsrpax (2021), I'erapxysmk
(2023), TaBymr (2021) >xsHe Cromuk (2021)
O6ABICTaphI KaMTBIAABL JKVMbICTa Kepy
Avpbici, kaaimri Avp6i X5He APOH KOAAQ-

HBIAABI. bacTamkpl HaTVDKeAepre cavikec,
2021 XBIABI KapaAFaH VsiAdy OPbIHAAPbIH-
Aa 6 speKkeTTi vs1, 3 XXaHa KaHAaTTaHFaH KVC
(3p vsnal 6ipeyaen Aopm, Tasymr XxsHe
Bartoria3op ob6ABICTApBIHAH) 6alfKaAAbIL.
An 2023 XBIABI KapaAFaH VsiAdy OPbIHAA-
popIHAA 3 spexeTTi vs — 1-i Baiiouasop 06-
ABICBIHAQ C3TCi3 VslAaaHca, 2-i Bartonasop
xsHe KoTtaif 06ABICTapBIHAA COTIMEH ca-
ABIHABI. TacTaHABI VsiAap caHbl — 12, OHBIH
5-i 2021 xwpiapr Tasym, CroHmk, Aopmy,
ApapaT x3sHe Balomasop 06AbICTapBIH-
Aa, an 7-i 2023 xbiabl Aopwm, Baiiouasop,
Aparanots, Apapat, Korait u I'erapkyrmk
O6ABICTapBbIHAA baiikarAbl. Gva vsiaap aif-
HaAachbIHAQ epeceKTepiHiH KepiHreHi 6ip-
mama. Bartonazop, Aopu xsHe AparaoTs
OOGABICTApPBIHAA TAaCTAHABI VST MaHalbIHAQ
epecek KVCTapAbl 3 peT barikay TipKeAai.
OnbIH bipeyiHAe VSI CAaAyABIH C3TCI3 asiK-
TaAFaHbI KeMiHHeH aHbIKTAAABI.

CoHbIMeH KaTap, XXepriaikTi OpbIH
aybICTBIPYbl MeH KOIIiN-KOHy 6aFbITTa-
PbIH, HaTaAbABI cpmromaTpus (e3i VIIKaH
VsIChIHA CVIiCTIeHINIAIK, OFaH KaiiTta opa-
AY) KVOBIABICBIH 3€pTTey >K5He VIIY KO-
ABIHAQ TVpPre THep Herisri KayinTi aHbIK-
Tay MaxcaTbiMeH, 2021 XpiaraH 6epi 3¢i-
pece ApMeHMsI eAiHAe XVPTIIbIHBIH i3iH
Aquila xommammsceiabIH GPS/GSM Kv-
PBIAFBIAAPBI APKBIABI HaKbIAAIl KeAeMis.
Kasipri yaxpirra 6i3 Aopm, Baiiouasop,
Korait obabIcTapbiHAQ 5 XaHa KaHATTaH-
FaH KVCTBI c5TiMeH Hearineaik. 2021 >KbIABI
Aopn 0b6AbIcbIHAA 1 KVCTBI TaHbAAAII eAlK,
oA Ddpmommsira VIIBIN KeTTi (exiHilTici,
OHAA POYMMHT XXeAiCi TOKTam, OA KVCIIeH
6ariraHbIC v3iaai). 2022 xbiabl KoTait 06-
ABICBIHAA bip vsiaaH 2 KVCTBI OeArireaik;
6ipeyi KbI3bIA TeHi3Al vImIbIn oTim, Dduo-
msira 6erTeal (OHBIMEH Ae 6aifAaHBIC
V3iAAi), aa exiHmIici HemeHnae KAAADBI, OHBI
6a1<b1Aay 3Ai Ae Xaaracypa. 2023 XbIABI
Baiiouasop xsne Kotait O6ABICTaprHAa
2 XaHa KaHATTaHFaH KVCTblI GeATiAeAik.
Aopy OOGABICEIHAAFBI VsiAA KauvHWM3M (63
VSIAACBIH OATIPY) KafAalibl aHBIKTAAABL.

AAAaFBI XbIAAAPBI XVPTIIBIHBIH V-
AapblHa TVPaKThl MOHUTOPMHT XVpPrisy-
Al XXOCHapaAam OThIpMbI3. MakcaTbIMbI3
— OHBIH MOMYASLMS CepPIHiHi MeH Vvsaay
COTTiAIriH 6aranay, ocbl TVpre Tuep bac-
ThI KayilTi aHbIKTay X5He TVPAIL caKTay-
ABIH HaKThI IIIapaAapbIH VCHIHY.

3eprrey Apmenust PecrrybamkacbiHAa-
rbI 'epMaHMsI enl TaOMFATTBI KOPFay OAa-
roiHBIH (NABU) «ApMeHMSIAQFBI XbIPT-
KBIIII KVCTAapAbl 3epTTey XX5He KOpray»
Xobachl asicbIHAA KVPTi3iAAl



