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White-tailed Sea Eagle research in the Republics
of Tatarstan and Dagestan
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Khadjaman Ismailov, Alim Pkhitikov



Information on 210 breeding territories of White-tailed Sea Eagles has been
collected in Tatarstan
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Nesting sites in the upper part of the Kuibyshev reservoir
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Nesting sites within the Nizhnekamskoye Reservoir

e e @
El afru-zh sige 1

rayon

Mizhnekamsk

Google

. e

Nizhnya‘ﬁ a i

a | Maberezhnye -

Chelny

Flabkre zhn ye

T TAChelny

Tukasvekiy
rayon

Bt CTPEI2 KNIBMWLA

1 = ‘\'} iohn o E - ,1)-‘";%.:.\"‘- Y '
: F I = il » <
al i P I-I:_\“- - AI’CG'S -
|Guog|e Search ; s :
. |
Alnashi - Ry B ‘1' \ e
Almashskiy .-_f:;‘_:“? - | | R |
fayon . ‘, I,l' = i 5 L Jd
1 - ! Coa, 3 } A ] v s
j : ;ﬁ- e ":;,_-x:;_ Y . ‘L f ;F .
! By 4
- : o T ! ol { . 'a‘ "r_,q .-",q- % i i ! M eft
Grak |'|.D~"S-l\-l:.' "'.:,_':' g ¥ i = -"4,.1-.‘\_ = o i Karakulinskiy i
rayaon Iy H S, © LAN - rayan r~ . ®
- % L \, - - o . ﬁ
g N i Agryzskiy = : ~ J
3 .{V ! R _%M rayon t.? Farakulino F -
J L [ Aoy Mendelesvskiy ; e & i ,_:\
i + ® o Y o rayon " i Krasnokar
— . . § P L w
" e rl ; Mendeleayskiy e - [ & 3' -’,G ® -
i f S ray.on ‘Nizhniskam ggove 3 s ﬂ”ﬂ A
— ; & .. Vodokfiranifishche [ ] ﬁ-‘-‘i_E% .'_ f ® e ®- x%‘
" T ] . o Agidel
ETabu zh skiy L. “ ® \é i I — ‘ 2 gl
o E =y o ¥ a <F
rayon Y " ok r%‘a“} ? - .4 FT 5‘;‘|':1I kl:r i . -
Velga ) -iﬂ'ln'sfﬂ'sfﬂ Tu I\E_E'.-r"iki:,-' n' 3 .ﬁ ". ‘# -.
@ Kama Eyan / y
" : N
Elabuoa r

Menzelinsk ® 5 !
v
& * '
2, /
Menzelinskiy = 5 Aktanyshskiy ]
s ¥ L . g b e
rayon rayon #
-
=
A
1 !
Q."gl? o &
b '-«.
r""!

370 waobpameHne MomeT BuiTe 3AWMILEHT 3ETopCKMM Npaeom 10 kM 1 Yonoews









Tatarstan is a long-standing
site for studying territorial
relations by means of color
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Native birds in the natal area
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Native birds in the natal
area

Photo by Vyacheslav Lozhkin
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Native birds in the natal area

HuxHaa Kama 26022020
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In the Volga-Kama Reserve and Nizhnyaya Kama National Park GPS/GSM - trackers
marked 14 nestlings before departure from nests (5 nestlings in 2018, 4 in 2019, 4 in
2021, 1in 2022)




Tracks of White-tailed Sea Eagles tagged in Tatarstan
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Movements to wintering grounds of 5 birds were over 1000 km from nests (max - 1360 km). The
closest wintering grounds were 285 and 508 km for 2 birds.



Maximum territorial relationships were demonstrated by 2 birds with distances
between extreme points of wintering and further migrations of 1860 and 1890 km
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Sibs from one nest showed a connection with the
territory of Kazakhstan
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The shortest movement in the first migration to the wintering site was 285 km
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Webcam in the nest of the White-tailed Sea Eagle in the Nizhnyaya Kama
National Park
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OpnaH-6eNoxBoCT B HaLMoHanbHOM napke HmwkHas Kama/White-tailed eagle in the National Park Lo.. @ #
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OpnaH-6enoxBOCT B HallMoHanbHOM napke HumkHas Kama/White-tailed eagle in Lower Kama Nationa...
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Study of the timing of
reproduction

Egg laying period in 2011- 2016
(n=119)

Egg laying period in 2018- 2023
(n=65)
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25.03.2023 3anuch 13 rHeafa opnaHa-6enoxsocTa
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Egg laying on the night
of March 24-25, 2023
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In the Republic of Dagestan, additional studies were
conducted in 2022 and 2023

* Inventory of nests was carried out



The main breeding centers in Dagestan are concentrated in the Tersko-Sulak lowlands
and the coasts of the Kizlyar and Agrakhan bays
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Based on the results of the 2022-2023 inventory, a database of nesting sites of the species was formed,
which contains information on 84 nesting territories, of which nests were identified in 79 of them




Outside the plain zone of the
republic only one nesting site of
the species is known in the

floodplain of the Shura-Ozen
river in Buynaksky district

> H 3

P
L NETED

AR L, SN =

(e

- I;‘gg'é Landsati/iCopernicus

£ ¥
"‘;" ;




During monitoring in March
2023, 48 of 79 nests
inspected were found to be
inhabited. Numbers were
estimated to be at least 50
nesting pairs

e Actual numbers may be higher due to pairs
whose breeding did not take place

Photo. Nest on a poplar tree in
the Terek delta, March 2023.



Results of monitoring of 33
nests in the coastal areas of
the Kizlyar and Agrakhan '“;

Bays in 2022 i AN
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Number of occupied nests in
February (n=23)

Number of chick nests in May
(n=13)










Most eagles begin breeding in February with the period of laying the first
eggs in different pairs from February 11 to February 23.
However, some pairs lay eggs as early as late January

Egg-laying probably took place in the third decade of January



Results of transmitter tagging
of three sibs, Dagestan, May
2018

IRT A LT L

ofRacme

’ YNBAHOBCK
L+
1 5 f eHCKOA CaMapcras
En | Open oM OEAGLG
of — t
Nuneyk obaac

r|

Al ) BopoHex
CBRT ; Copamoackar
Tk obagcme

Bomaic Kc
. Xapkiacuka 0604
NontTagac dekas
MITCT R o
Nyraucek
YrpaiHa HoHeusk  focr
Janopixa
=Ll Mapiynons s . -
x =
o XepooH - o~

’} R o
3 .
AgMOHOMHD Vs
o

K

n[HE}

Marracmay

OGNBICE

Hans4uwk
o

Cd@n
Bragnkagkas =
bsdammzgemm

; @
Sdn-l-gun manmnlbn

'Df;jlj Trat:.;zl:ln

anléara Corum.. _sivas , Cluiuinwy < Azarbaycan
' Erzurum ?
Turkiye :
arahisar! Elazig MUg — =
nya Malatya s ™ piyarbakir __-Ln-'-:' Oli

I 2nn teee i I Fanhurfa Mardin ]



Linking wintering sites of juvenile White-tailed Sea Eagles
from Tatarstan and Dagestan
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A 3.5 year old bird died on a 10 kV
power line at a distance of 146 km
from the nest
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The base of the artificial
nests is a steel welded
construction for holding
branches

Artificial nests in a treeless area near the Caspian Sea coast are
regularly inhabited by White-tailed Sea Eagles



Additional installation of artificial
nests in non-forested areas along
the Caspian coast in 2023




White-tailed Eagle is the most numerous wintering raptor in the plain zone of
Dagestan

* From December 8 to 17, 2022 in Dagestan, without the coasts of the
Kizlyar and Agrakhan gulfs, 288 individuals were counted, and from 14 to
29 January 2023 a total of 729 eagles were counted in the republic
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