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Antipoisoning
activities in 
Bulgaria to 
enforce raptors 
conservation in 
the country



Why poisoning?

A long-time recorded threat, estimated 
app 2300 poisoned vultures since 1998!



1Demerdzhiev, D., Hristov, H., Dobrev, D., Angelov, I., Kurtev, M. 2014. Long-term 
population status, breeding parameters and limiting factors of the Griffon Vulture 
(Gyps fulvus) population in Eastern Rhodopes, Bulgaria. Acta zool. bulg., 66 (3): 
373-384. 

In the period 1979-2011, 38 mortality cases are 
registered with the species whereas 16 of them 
are due to poisoning1

Egyptian vulture mortality 1997 – 2015 (N = 61) : The most 
frequent human induced reason of death was poisoning 
(86%) followed by direct persecution (8%). Adult birds 
the most frequent victim!

1Saravia, V., Kret, E., Dobrev, V. & Nikolov S. C. 2016. Assessment of 
mortality causes for the Egyptian Vulture (Neophron percnopterus) in 
Bulgaria and Greece (1997-2015). Fact sheet under action A1 of the LIFE+ 
project “The Return of the Neophron” (LIFE10 NAT/BG/000152). HOS, 
Athens. 6 p.



Mortality of Imperial eagles was recorded in the period 1992-2019, 56 individuals;

Lazarova, I., Dobrev, D., Gradev, G., Petrov, R., Stoychev, S., Klisurov, I. & Demerdzhiev, D. 2020. 
Main mortality factors for the Eastern Imperial Eagle (Aquila heliacaSavigny, 1809) in Bulgaria. 
–OrnisHungarica28(2): 120–134. 

n‐=13



1994-1997

Anti-poisoning plan and strategy are developed and applied in the Eastern 
Rhodopes



Main activities in Bulgaria between 2002 and 2008



Significant progress between 2016 and 2022 in the light of large scale vulture conservation projects in Bulgaria



The first antipoisoning dog unit founded in Bulgaria in 2016!



Work in 3 regions

Eastern Rhodopes and Kresna gorge with focus on vulture species

Sakar and Strandzha mountains focusing the imperial eagle population



The work load in 2016-2020:

Kresna gorge – 2 patrols, 3450±1060 m per patrol

Eastern Rhodopes – 33 patrols, 1316±899 m per patrol

Sakar mountains/Strandzha mountains – 12 patrols, 1238±730 m 
per patrol

40 poisoned animals



Look around!



Series of workshops, meetings and 
seminars in the period 2016-2023 in respect 
to poisoning, including international 
workshop in 2017 as a result of mass 
poisoning incidents in the country



Endorsement of a National Action Plan to 
combat poisons use in the wild 2021-2030 

2.8.2021



Promotion of the National Action Plan and regional working groups foundation (2021-2022)



Online data base created



We issued a guidelines for poisoning investigation 
directed to the state authorities



Kits for collecting samples in the wild



Create a networkof local stakeholders



The first wildlife crime 

academy held in 

Bulgaria, June 2022



National Police dog unit, November 2022



 In  2023,  a  new 
department  in  the 
Bulgarian National Police 
was  formed  –
Environmental  and 
wildlife crimes

 2nd edition  of  the 
Bulgarian  Wildlife  crime 
academy  to  be 
conducted in October

 Regular  assembly  of  a 
National  Antipoisining
task force at the Ministry 
of  Environment  and 
Waters
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How to find us?

Journal website: mdpi.com/journal/diversity Contact: diversity@mdpi.com
LinkedIn:  Diversity MPDI Twitter: @DiversityMdpi



Thank you for your attention!

Спасибо!


