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Raptors in China




Preface

China, with its vast land, is a country with

extremely a
a hundred s

oundant raptor resources (about

oecies) and also a major country

that consumes raptors.

This means that there is a huge black hole that
not only consumes its own country, but also
devours migrating or over-wintering raptors
from neighboring countries, such as Russia,
Mongolia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan ......



From 2007 & 2023 in Xinjiang, China

D8R

The golden eagle is a first-class protected species in China,
and this situation is seriously illegal act in China. But, ......




Investigation

Our recent investigation in China includes:

The species and numbers

Methods or tools used to capture in the field
Whether there is trading (and how much)
Damage to wild populations and their resources

The current situation in the field, other negative
factors

Conflicts between laws and traditional culture (such
as conflict with Intangible Cultural Heritage)

And how to legalize and effectively manage them.



ldentification and Registration

* The name of the eagle catcher

* Verify local people ID card,
including gender and birth age

 Identification of Raptor Species

* The history, including species,
numbers, and methods of
capture

* Capture location and time

* Age of the Golden Eagle

 How many generations have
passed down in the family?

* Are there any legal procedures,
such as licenses?




Kyrgyzstan

China
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Most of the captured golden eagles are young
or juvenile birds aged 1 to 4 years old
(Accounting for 95%)




Established the Falconry Association
in Ahochi County in April 2023
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~ Photo by An Minkang
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One of the Capture Methods

Captured w1th Qetg\ \

T . 3 An Mmkang




One of the Capture Methods

* Photo by MaMing

& Catch young in the nest
- *+Photo by An‘Minkang
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We know that the sources or origins of eagles are different.

Some populations breed in China, while others migrate or pass
through China.

For example, in Aheqi County, a border county, we have
counted 412 captured golden eagles in the past 20 years.

At least 231 were caught with nets (56.1 %)
And about 163 young birds were caught in their nests (39.6 %)

And 16 were unable to fly due to winter hunger or overeating
frozen foods, and 2 were caught due to mutual fights.



We know that the Golden Eagles come
from different places




In early August 2023, a survey of eagle training
showed that Golden Eagles accounted for 87.3 %
(n=110).

And few people domesticated the Steppe Eagles.

Of course, other raptors also trained 1in Xinjiang

Such as Goshawks, Sakers, Peregrines and
Barbary Falcons are sometimes domesticated by
local people 1n Xinjiang.



Goshawks

About 11 goshawks were captured in Aheqi,
accounting for 10 % (n=110).
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Barbary Falcons



License Certificates
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Steppe Eagles in China

Most of them migrate and pass through Xinjiang
Some of them breed in the northern part of Xinjiang

And it has been upgraded to a National First-class
Protected Species in 2021

Occasionally, someone would catch and train them in
China

The threats faced by Steppe Eagles are numerous,
such as poisoning, high-voltage electrocution, collision,
captured, and other injuries.

MaMing R. and Zhao X. M. 2013. Distribution patterns and ecology of Steppe Eagle
in China. Raptors Conservation, 27: 172-179.



* Photos by Yang Jun

Migrants







Traps and a Black Hole in Xinjiang
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About S3 raptors were electrocuted on

There are at least two corpses of Steppe
eagle (approximately 3.77%, n=53).
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Falconry Association established in 2023



Legalization and Management

The willingness of the local government:

The policy needs for poverty alleviation and
common prosperity

Resolving the Conflict between Natural Resources
and Cultural Heritage

In order to legalize and effectively manage falconer,
the Falconery Association was established in early

2023

In order to protect the Golden Eagles and safeguard
the interests of falconers, the association's charter
has been formulated
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A for-profit Performance in Tianshan
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A for-profit Performance in Altai




An investigation into nest by drone

.
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