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Problems. Criminal and corruption
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Problems (1/3)

Criminal and corruption

@ Every every year there are detentions of persons trying to smuggle out rare species of
year falcons from Kazakhstan

@ during the period from the 1990s to the present day, law enforcement and

environmental protection agencies of Kazakhstan have not caught and

convicted a single customer or leader of organized criminal groups involved in
the trade in falcons

@ not a single corrupt criminal case or proceedings related to the trade in falcons
was instituted

International the case with the detention of a batch of Gyrfalcons (Falco rusticolus) in Astana in
@ Traffic 2018; not a single investigator or prosecutor asked questions about how the rarest
bird, which does not nest, migrate or winter in the territory of Kazakhstan in the

amount of 23 specimens ended up on the territory of the Astana airport

As a result, we have a number of circumstances that testify to the failure of law enforcement agencies and
conservation authorities to fulfill their functional responsibilities to protect national interests related to the
protection of the rarest falcons
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Problems (1/3)

Criminal and corruption

«On September 17, 2023 at 14.30 hours employees of
Atyrau regional territorial inspection of forestry and
wildlife during joint raids with employees of the
Atyrau regional Department of National Security
Committee of the Republic of Kazakhstan

detained at the airport of Atyrau 2 citizens (1 citizen
of Kazakhstan, and 1 citizen of Turkey) in an attempt
to smuggle out red-listed birds (Saker Falcon) in the
amount of 28 units.»

This news appeared on the official website and in
social media for two hours. Later this news was
deleted.
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https://www.gov.kz/memleket/entities/knb

Problems. Electrocution
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Problems (2/3)

Electrocution

The Saker Falcon continues to die on 6-10 kV overhead power lines. At the same time, according to indirect
observations, it can be assumed that the intensity of its death is associated with fluctuations in the food base
(medium and small sized rodents), habiting near the location of the overhead power line. The problem of
raptors electrocution on overhead power lines will be considered separately.

Saker falcons died by
electrocution , Zaisan Lake,
September 2022,

Author: Nurlan Ongarbayev
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Problems. Current reintroduction
practices
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Problems (3/3)

Current reintroduction practices. Closed data

No information provided about the reintroduction of saker falcon — Violation of the article 18
Ecological Code of the RoK.

Biodiversity Research and Conservation Center requested the following data:
1. Biological rationale on releasing saker and peregrine falcons in Kazkahstan from 2017 till 2027

2. Data on releases (survival rates, transmitters mapping etc.)

The following organizations were requested:

1. Ministry of Ecology and Natural Resources (separately Forestry and Wildlife Committee and Committee for
Environmental Regulation and Control)

2. The Institute of Zoology of the RoK

3. The International Fund For Houbara Conservation (personally and officially via Community council)
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https://houbarafund.gov.ae/ru

Problems (3/3)

Current reintroduction practices. Closed data

No information provided about the reintroduction of saker falcon — Violation of the article 18
Ecological Code of the RoK.

Answer from Forestry and Wildlife Committee, Ministry of Ecology and Natural Resources

«KA3AKCTAH PECIHYBJIHKACHI PECHVEIMKAHCKOF
YKOJIOTHA, F'EOJION M ZKOHF T'OCYJAPCTBEHHOF

2\
TABHFH PECYPCTAP ({Wh VYPEK/IEHHT
MHHHCTP.IITTHIH {}\@@@}\S «KOMHTET JIECHOT'O XO35HCTBA

OPMAH IIAPYAIIBLTBIFbI ZKOHE HZAHBOTHOTI'O MHPA

IKAHY w'l\z' [YHHECI s:ﬁ%‘%‘:o‘rg MHHHCTEPC Hm’n\"n 101 HH, yT-II/I’[I,IBay[ IIT()’ BBIHyCKaeh[BIe JIOBYUHE XHWIIHEBIC HTHHI)I ABISHOTCH
cobcTBeHHOCTRIO  MexayHapoHOoro Qorma oxparel apodsl (Tazee — Qonn),
pekoMeHyeM Bam o0paTuThes I TOMyYeHHS JICTaTbHOM WHPOpPMAIHH B

yka3aHHbIA QoH]I.

p——

Ne 27-2-9/3T-0-60 ot 17.03.2021

e seh pesym

O®D «lentp usyuenns u
coxpaHeHHsi GHOpa3HOOOpa3Hs)

tolog 7.4.17. Tloncmn

1. Forestry and Wildlife official declares that reintroduced birds are
SOveg Dhaaas e B sy s oevy 8 hunting birds of prey (in Russian — «JIoBuas ntuiia»)

KasaxcTana XHIIHBIX JIOBYHX NITHII COKOJIOB, COOOIIACT ClIe/yIomee.
Ha teppuropun PecriyGimkyu Kasaxcrad 1o BBINYCKY JOBYMX XMIIHBIX ITTHIL
COKOJIOB 3aHMMaeTest «MexayHapoausiii gpona oxpausl apoden» (nanee — Do),
BblTyckH nposojares ¢ 2009, va ceroamsummuii jges DowjoMm B npupoay £
Kaszaxcrana BbITyIIeHbI 625 XHIIHBIX JOBYHX NTHIIL H
PeHHTPO/YKIIHS COKOJIOB Ha TepphTophy Pecrry6mmky Kasaxcran npoBoautes 2
Ha OCHOBAHHH GHOJIOTHYECKOTO 0GOCHOBAHHS H TOCYJapCTBEHHOH SKOIOrHUECKOMH
SKeIepTH3bl. Pa3paborTkoil GHONOrHUECKOro 0GOCHOBAHHS 10 BBIIYCKY COKOJIOB
sanuMaetes HuetutyT 300710rmit Komurera Haykn MOH PK o 3akasy ®onna.
CornacHo myskra 2 crarb 4 3akon PecriyGimku Kasaxcran «OG oxpane,
BOCHPOH3BO/ICTBE H HCIIONB30BAHHH KHBOTHOTO MHpay oT 9 miomst 2004 roza Ne 593,
OGBEKTBI KMBOTHOTO MHPA, H3BSTBIC H3 CPE/ibl OGUTAHHUS B IOPSIKE, YCTAHOBICHHOM
HACTOAITMM 3aKOHOM, a TaKKe Pa3BEICHHBIC H COICPKAIIMECA B HEBOJIE M (HIH)
IIOJTYBOIBHBIX YCIOBHSX, SBISIOTCS COGCTBEHHOCTBIO (DH3HUCCKHX H mpu;chcxu\\

I Documens

nra. Bepenn

2. Forestry and Wildlife official declares that reintroduced birds are
property of international Fund, not a Government of Kazakhstan

3. Forestry and Wildlife official didn’t not provide us

£ i ; G f e Vv
VuuThIBasg  9TO,  BBIIYCKAeMble JIOBUHE XHIIHBIE ITHIBI  SBIAIOTCA
coGeTBenHOCTRIO  MexaynaposHoro (onza oxpanbl apopsr (nanee Do),

PEKOMEHIYEM Bam UGPHI’HIbCX Ul Oy CHHSA JIETAIbHOM HH(lJUp,\IlelHH B

Coenacro cmamve 11 3axona «O asvikax 6 Pecnyonuxe Kazaxcmaw» u

cmamve 10 3axona «O nopadke paccmompenus oopawenuii gusuieckux u

TOPUOUNECKUX UY» OMEEM HA 3aNPOC NOOCOMOGAEH HA A3VIKE 0OPAUJEHUA.

Coenacro cmamve 12 3axona «O nop pacc 1p Op
Quzsueckux u wopuduveckux auy» Bor umeeme npasco na obxcanosanue omeema no
obpanyenio.

3amecTuren npejaceaTest E. Myparos
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Problems (3/3)

Current reintroduction practices. Closed data

No information provided about the reintroduction of saker falcon — Violation of the article 18
Ecological Code of the RoK.

No any answer from Committee for Environmental Regulation and Control
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Problems (3/3)

Current reintroduction practices. Closed data

No information provided about the reintroduction of saker falcon — Violation of the article 18
Ecological Code of the RoK.

Answer from The Institute of Zoology of the RoK

Ha Bam 3anpoc ot 19.02.2021 r.

Yaxaembriii Hypaan Onrapbaes,

Criacu6o 3a nHTEpec K padote Hawiel opranusaunu. CooOlaeM, 4To MpeaocTaBuTh Bam
\ [epeuncIeHHble Buoornyeckue 000CHOBAHMS HE MOKEM, MOCKOJIbKY OHHM MPEACTABIISIOT OO0

100884

H'd)"IHO-OGOCHOB'dHHbIC 3aKITIOUYEHHs W PCKOMCHIAUHH., BBIMTOJIHCHHBIC TI0 3alipocy H oInmate

3aKa3uYHKOB. Bwmecte ¢ TeMm, ecau v Bac ecrh KOHKpPETHBIE BOMPOCHI 10 OOIMICIOCTYMHOM
IKOJOrHYecKoH  WH(GOPMALUMH. B YACTHOCTH JKHBOTHOMY MHpPY. KOTOpyto Bam Moxel
npe;octasuts PITT «MuctutyT 30010rnny KH MOH PK Ha oCHOBe HMEIOMIMXCS apXMBHBIX
J@HHBIX, TO Mbl [TOCTApaeMcsl 1aTh HA HUX HCUEPIIBIBAKOIIUH OTBET.

.
I'enepaabHbII AUpEKRTOP /] %M Slmenxo P.B.
[
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Problems (3/3)

Current reintroduction practices. Closed data

No information provided about the reintroduction of saker falcon — Violation of the article 18

Ecological Code of the RoK.

Answer from International Fund For Houbara Conservation

KOMMTET 1eCHOr0 XO3RIACTBA M UBOTHOTO MUPa
MUHKCTEPCTBA IKONOTUM, FEONOTMK M NPUPOAHBIX PECYPCoB
Pecny6nuku Kasaxcrau

r-Ha E. H. Ky

Tenn KomMuTeTa
1 Honbpsa 2021

Wex. Ne: IFHC-KZ/LTR/2021/1

Kac: : i ponp # doHa oxpaHbl ApodbI- KazaxcraHy.
Mporpamma passeAeHUA U BbINYCKa NTUL, Ha BONIO.

YBsaxaembiii rocnoavH Kyrnan6aes,

Co ccbinkoit Ha Bawe nucomo Ne 01-12/829 ot 16.08.2021 c¢ 3anpocom WHPOpPMaUUK
OTHOCMTENBHO NPOTPaMMBI N0 PA3BEAECHHIO M BLINYCKY B AMKYIO NPMPOAY KazaxcraHa apod u
COKONOB Mbl npexae Bcero xotenu Gbi nobnaroaapute KomuTeT 3a NOCTOAHHLIA MHTEpeC K
Hawewn AeATENbHOCTH U NOAAEPIKY.

[aHHbIi NpoeKT ABNAETCA $pNaroBbiM NPUPOACOXPAHHBIM NPOEKTOM Ana Pecnybamnku Kasaxcrau

¥ AnA Hawero ¢oHAa 60bLWaA YecTb BO3rNABNATL ero.

B npunoxenuu Hanpasnsem Bam ABa OTYETa C A3aHHBIMW NO Pa3BEAEHMIO M BbINYCKY NTUL B
Kasaxcrane

Mbi npusetcteyem ugelo u 6ygem B 6ya) P, poBaTb yyactue
ObuwecrsenHoro Coseta B BbiNyckax NTUW. Mbi Takke roToBbl NpejoCTaBNATb o6uiyio
nuHpopMaumio o cokonax, KoTopbie ByayT BbinyckaTbea 8 Bygywem.

Hageemca Ha NPOAO/IKNTENBHOE NNOACTBOPHOE COTPYAHUYECTBO.

Cyaamenuem,/ }/'\ P

7
/2
J

Hyp Camu Natud Anp, Mapsywm
AVpEKTOp ANy,

Main emphasis:

1. 4 (four) Falco rusticolus were released according to the Report. This
falcon is not habitat of the RoK and is alien species.

2. General quantity of the released birds from 2009 till 2019 was provided.
Indication of each tagged bird with transmitters ID was requested- not
provided.

3. Survival information for each tagged bird was requested. Not
provided. Instead of it there was provided the information about average
statistical survival rate for 3 (three) month with 95% confidence interval
(not useful and usable information).

4. Confirmed geolocation data not later than 2 month — was requested, not
provided.
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Problems (3/3)

Current reintroduction practices. Risks

Inaccessible / incomplete data on releases (survival rates, transmitters mapping etc.) to the public, unclear and
inaccessible biological grounds for such releases, low level of control when importing falcons, create a number of
risks for saker falcon conservation in Kazakhstan

» The misconception that such activities contribute to the recovery of saker
falcon numbers causes false calmness in the specialized Ministry. This leads
to postponement of a number of crucial and urgent measures of the state
level

» Risk of introduction or release of an alien species/sub-species. For example,
based on a review of photo/video footage of Peregrine and Saker Falcons
released into the wild in April 2021, the BRCC experts assumed that the
Peregrine Falcon captured in the video belongs to the subspecies Falco
peregrinus pealei (Commander or Aleutian Peregrine Falcon), which
inhabits the Pacific coast (Commander and Aleutian Islands).

» Risk of reintroduction of birds that have imprinted humans as their species
(imprint). Many birds previously used in falconry and that have lost their
commercial value theoretically can be brought as birds for reintroduction in
Kazakhstan. Such birds, especially if they are hybrids, pose a threat to wild
individuals, whom they may perceive as an enemy

Peregrine falcon released in April 2021. Screenshot of
video by Ohotzooprom

» Risk of releasing unhealthy or unadapted birds for life in the wild. For
example, the release of Saker Falcons in May 2023 did not take into account
its forage base (with Kazakhstan experiencing one of the largest rodent
depressions since 2019, especially of gophers and great gerbil, which are the
main food of the Saker Falcon).
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The color of the paws raises questions that no
one has been able to answer




Problems (3/3)

Current reintroduction practices. Risks

Two important factors should be noted separately:

U The majority of birds released as adults, previously used in falconry or bred in nurseries have zero reproductive
value for Kazakhstan;

O Authorized bodies of Kazakhstan do not keep detailed photo/video records of birds imported and released on
the territory of Kazakhstan, which makes it impossible to independently double-check the species purity/
crossbreeding of birds. Moreover, there is no genetic analysis of released birds.
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Conclusion and next
steps
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Conclusion and next steps

Thus, we have at least three major problems of Saker Falcon conservation in Kazakhstan:

1. High level of organized crime, possibly corruptly linked to law enforcement and/or conservation agencies
in Kazakhstan.

2. The problem of saker falcons dying on overhead power lines 6-10 kV.3.

3. Weak control and non-transparent practice of import and release (reintroduction) of Saker Falcons on the
territory of Kazakhstan

Now BRCC is going to start solving two key tasks (except electrocution,
where we have activities):

v" Adoption by Kazakhstan of an official position on the Saker falcon at
the state level, in which the Government would define its attitude to
the species, its conservation strategy, approaches to protection, etc.

N\

v’ Attracting attention of international funds (including those from the

Persian Gulf countries) to possible realization and financing of a large

international project related to reintroduction of saker falcon by 7
hacking (or other proven) method, on the principles of transparency -
and public accountability to the people of the Republic of

Kazakhstan.
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A Ongarbaev N.Kh., Executive Director
Phone: +7 (701) 7570051
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