
Thirteen years of counting migration in 
Batumi: observations and their importance for 

raptor conservation in Russia

Olga Zaitseva
Batumi Raptor Count

2023



Eastern Black Sea Flyway in Georgia



History of Migration Monitoring in Georgia

• 1974-1995 – a series of counts in Western Georgia by Alexander 
Abuladze, first count at Batumi

Abuladze, A. (1997). Status and conservation problems of raptors in Caucasia. Newsletter World Working Group of Birds of Prey 26/27: 

15–19.

• 2003 – a monitoring project 
by Irakli Goradze and Jimsher
Mamuchadze (PSOVI 
organization)

• 2008 – current time: the Batumi Raptor Count

Greater Spotted Eagle by Olga Zaitseva



Count: 12 Aug -21 Oct
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Protocol for Monitoring Raptor Migration at Batumi Raptor Count 
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To enter data we use a tablet with Trektellen’s application on both stations. These tablets are programmed 
for the count method in Batumi.  

First shout or say “PALMTOP” on the station to draw the attention of the person in charge of the tablet. This 
action is very supportive, especially during peak migration of buzzards and harriers. It avoids miss-entries 
and confusion among observing and entering data. Then, try to palmtop in the order of the numbers 
displayed in the image below, starting first with species, then the number and ending with the distance 
code. This ensures the palmtopper can record observations quickly and accurately. 

1. Species selection. All abbreviations used by BRC are in 
the table “List of Species” in chapter 1.6 

2. Number entry with shortcuts + and – 

3. Age classes 

4. Sex classes 

5. Plumage morphs 

6. Count type: Single Count/ Double Count 

7. Extras: injured/shot birds 

8. Location.  

A. Records list (useful to check data entry) 

B. Count totals 

C. Stop count 

D. Upload data 

 

  

https://www.batumiraptorcount.org/data

https://www.trektellen.org/



Priority Species
1. Honey Buzzard Pernis apivorus
2. Black Kite Milvus migrans
3. Booted Eagle Hieraaetus pennatus
4. Lesser Spotted Eagle Clanga pomarina
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Priority Species
5. Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus
6. Montagu’s Harrier C. pygargus
7. Pallid Harrier C. macrourus 

All photos by Bart Hoekstra
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Secondary species

1. Greater Spotted Eagle Clanga clanga
2. Steppe Eagle Aquila nipalensis
3. Imperial Eagle A. heliaca
4. Short-toed (Snake) Eagle Circaetus gallicus
5. Osprey Pandion haliaetus
6. Hen Harrier Circus cyaneus
7. Egyptian Vulture Neophron percnopterus
8. Griffon Vulture Gyps fulvus
9. Eurasian Black Vulture Aegypius monachus
10.Lanner Falcon Falco biarmicus
11.Saker Falcon F. cherrug
12.Peregrine Falcon F. peregrinus

1. White Stork Ciconia ciconia
2. Black Stork C. nigra
3. Common Crane Grus grus
4. Demoiselle Crane Grus virgo
5. Great White Pelican Pelecanus onocrotalus
6. Dalmatian Pelican Pelecanus crispus
7. European Roller Coracias garrulus
8. European Turtle Dove Streptopelia turtur

Non-raptors

Raptors

By Marc Heetkamp

Common cranses Grus grus By Marc Heetkamp

Ciconia nigra



Non-target species
1. White-tailed Eagle Haliaeetus albicilla
2. Golden Eagle Aquila chysaetos
3. Steppe Buzzard Buteo buteo vulpinus
4. Common Buzzard Buteo buteo buteo
5. Crested Honey Buzzard Pernis ptilorhynchus
6. Rough-legged Buzzard Buteo lagopus
7. Long-legged Buzzard Buteo rufinus
8. Red Kite Milvus milvus
9. Black-winged Kite Elanus caeruleus
10. Eleonora's Falcon Falco eleonorae
11. Oriental Turtle Dove Streptopelia orientalis
12. Stock Dove Columba oenas
13. Common Wood Pigeon Columba palumbus

A kettle of Steppe Buzzards by Bart Hoekstra



Species Mean year count
Record year 

count
 Record day count

Болотный лунь Marsh Harrier 

Circus aeruginosus 6931 10214 1898

Луговой лунь Montague's 

Harrier Circus pygargus 6621 10808 3323

Малый подорлик Lesser 

Spotted Eagle Clanga 
pomarina

8180 12095 5398

Орёл-карлик Booted Eagle 

Hieraaetus pennatus 6651 7758 972

Осоед Honey  Buzzard Pernis 
apivorus 528467 666364 178796

Степной лунь Pallid Harrier 

Circus macrourus 1400 2353 539

Чёрный коршун Black Kite 

Milvus migrans 163985 303477 38140

Priority Species
2011-2021

Black Kites unroosting in the morning by Bart Hoekstra



Accounting for differential migration strategies between age groups to monitor raptor population dynamics in the 
eastern Black Sea flyway

Ibis, Volume: 162, Issue: 2, Pages: 356-372, First published: 22 August 2019, DOI: (10.1111/ibi.12773) 

juveniles

non-juveniles

total counts

significant trends
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eastern Black Sea flyway
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Honey Buzzards (9): 
Hake et al., 2003

Honey 
Buzzards (28): 
Vansteellant, 
2017

Pallid Harrier (3), 2017

Lesser Spotted Eagle (57):  
Meyburg et al., 2017, Vale et al., 
2018

Osprey: (4)  
Babuskin et al., 
2019 Imperial Eagle (25): Karyakin et 

al., 20018; Korepov, 2020; 
Korepov, Kovalev, 2018 

Pallid Harrier (7): Terraube et al., 2012; 
KuzeyDoga Society, 2022 Black Kites (19) : Literák et al., 2022

Steppe Eagle (19): 
Karyakin et al., 2019



Honey Buzzards



Lesser Spotted Eagles

Pallid Harriers



Conclusions
• More than 1 mln raptors are observed in the Batumi 

bottleneck every year
• The standardized data (2011-2021) revealed rather stable 

numbers for most priority species, an ongoing increase in 
numbers of juvenile and non-juvenile Black Kites; and a 
decrease in juvenile Booted Eagles and in juvenile 
Montagu’s Harriers

• The data collected by the BRC is most probably relevant for 
the raptor populations breeding in the European Russia, 
Eastern Ukraine and Belarus, Western Kazakhstan

Honey Buzzards at Batumi by Juho Jolkkonen





Join us at the Batumi Raptor Count!

https://www.batumiraptorcount.org/
Daily updates, application forms, etc

@batumiraptorcount

Twitter: @BatumiRaptors

Short-Toed Eagle by Bart Hoekstra

https://www.batumiraptorcount.org/

