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Introduction

1900: regular, but not common
1950: rare

1970: brink of extinction due to DDT + persecution

1950:
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Hungarian Saker Falcon Conservation Prograr
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Causes of mortality of Saker Falcons in Hungary

Causes of
mortality in
Hungary

(2010-2019, n=60)
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Known causes of mortality of Saker Falcons in
Hungary (2010-2019, n=37)
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Extinction of local European Ground Squirrel (Spermophilus citellus)
populations: 1985 — 2017

Kipusztult Grgedllomanyok Magyarorszagon 1985-2017 kozott
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Number of known European Ground Squirrel (Spermophilus citellus)

colonies in Hungary between 1964 — 2018 (Cserkész et al.)
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Competition with Peregrine Falcon (Falco peregrinus)
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Distribution of Saker and Peregrine Falcon (Falco peregrinus) in Hungary in 2020

(Bagyura & Prommer)

e falcon
. AN

®Zrenjanin 3p

.®Novi Sad Hosu Cap




FEoN 3. Meth _
1. Introduction+, ~ ~ ~ = e 5. Discussions

N

Y



1980’s: surveys and monitoring of mountain breeding
sites (cliffs)




1980’s: 100% cliff-nesting population




1980’s: Nest guarding with volunteers
>1700 participants, 102 breeding, 238 fledged juvenile




1990’s: surveys and monitoring of lowland breeding sites

Fotd: Bagyura Janos
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MAVIR - MME Cooperation

2023: >90% of the population is high-voltage (120-400 kV)
pylons
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Bird-friendly modification of medium-voltage (22 kV) poles
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(2010s-2020s)



Reintroduction of European Ground Squirrel
(Spermophilus citellus) colonies in Hungary (1980s-2010s)




Rehabilitation of injured specimens




Ringing chicks




Satellite-tracking




Camera traps

. x

- % fa

. { NS o - ! - = A
UOVISION-mavir1 05.19.2017 18:16:58 @24 023°C 073°F {19 UOVISION 05.31.2017 09:49:41 @06 023°C 073°F JIM9




¥

1. Introduction +, =~ -~ ’ 5. Discussions

S

Y



No. of nesting Saker Falcon pairs in Hungary

1980 — 2022
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Change in occupancy of natural and artificial nests by Saker
Falcons in Hungary (1980 — 2022)
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Change in breeding success of Saker Falcons in Hungary

(1980 —2022)
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Extreme weather conditions




Distribution of Saker Falcons in
Hungary in 2022 (175 pairs)
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Ringing (1951-2023)
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Ringing (1951-2023)

A Magyarorszagon megjelélt madarak évenkénti szama (1951-)
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Dispersion and migration of Saker Falcons from Hungary
Kazakhstan, Belorussia, Portugal, Niger, Egypt, Saud-Arabia etc.
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Dispersion of Saker Falcons in Hungary
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(adult males)
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Diet analyses of Saker Falcons in Hungary by camera traps
(2015 — 2018)

42 nests, 67 breeding, 3,603 prey items
1986 -1991: Columba sp. 52% + European Ground Squirell 27%
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»A madarbarat Magyarorszagért!”
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Nesting population of Saker Falcons (Falco cherrug) in Hungary
between 1980-2022
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Increase in neighbouring countries (2017-2023):
Romania, Serbia, Austria

Saker Falcon
European Ground Squirell colonies
: g ¢

-
50
45 . i
. West-Romania
35
30
25
20
15
10 .
5
. 1IN
2014 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022
mfészekfoglalé parok  m sikeres koltések



Ottlaka (Romania)
| 2020
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Continuation of the Saker Falcon Conservation
Program in Hungary

= Monitoring
" breeding distribution & success
= diet

= Conservation
= Artificial nests

= Research
= Habitat use
= Mortality & toxicology (eggs, chicks, adults)
= Effects of agricultural intensification

" |nterspecific competition (raven, peregrine,
imperial eagle, white-tailed eagle)

= Possible effects of electromagnetic fields
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LIFE SakerRoads
Recovering the Saker Falcon population
of the North-Hungarian Plain
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Nesting pairs of Saker Falcons in the North-Hungarian
Plain (Jaszsag, Hevesi sik, Borsodi sik, 4800 km?)
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