Distribution, population status, habitats, and conservation
of Lesser Spotted Eagle (Clanga pomarina) in Bulgaria
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The Lesser Spotted Eagle (Clanga pomarina) 1s a long-lived, territorial
raptor, distributed from Baltic region to Asia Minor and Caucasus
Manbin nogopauk (Clanga pomarina) — TeppUTOPUANBbHbBINA XULLLHUK-
AONTOXUTE b, PACMPOCTPAHEHHbIN OT BanTUMCKOro pernoHa Ao
Manon Asnm n KaBkasa
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Bulgaria is a part of the southern limit of the species distribution
range
bonrapua BxoauT B I0XKHYIO FpaHULy apeana Buaa — ~
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In 2007 the national population was estimated at about 350-400 pairs (Iankov
2007)

B 2007 roay nonynauma ctpaHbl oueHmsanacb npumepHo B 350-400 nap (AHKOB,
2007)

* Since 2014, intensive field research 1n Eastern and Central Bulgaria identified an
abundant and stable population of the species

e C2014 ropa nHteHcMBHbIE Nonesble uccneaoBaHmns B BoctouHoum um

LleHTpanbHOM Bonrapmm BbISsBUIM MHOTOYMUC/IEHHYIO U CTAOUAbHYIO NONYAALUIO
BMAA
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For the period 2014-2023, 167 different active nests were found and more than 450
occupied territories were mapped in Eastern and Central Bulgaria
3a nepuopa 2014-2023 rr. B BoctoyHon n LleHTpanbHOM bonrapuun obHapyxeHo 167

PA3/IMYHbIX aKTUBHbIX THE3 M HAHECEHO Ha KapTy 6bonee 450 oKKyNnMpPOBaAHHbIX
TeppuUTopUn

<

Seures: Esi, Mean, Goclys, Earisr Gcegraphles, GNES/ANbS vses,
ACIEBRID, IEN, ane the GIS WSt Cemimuniay
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About 60% of the breeding population of the Lesser Spotted Eagle was situated
in SPAs, but only 2.3% was located within reserves indicate insufficient
protection of the species

Okono 60% rHespoBoun NoNyaaLMM Masoro NOA0P/IMKA pacnosaranocb Ha OONT,
HO TONbKO 2.3% HaX04MNOCb Ha TePPUTOPUM 3aNOBEAHUKOB, UTO YKa3blBaeT Ha
HeA0CTaTOYHYIO OXpPaHy BMAa
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Habitats MecTa oOuTaHuga

Most of the nests were situated at the edge of a forest
BoNbLWKWMHCTBO rHe3 , pacnoaranochb Ha ONyLwKe sieca
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tuated 1n single

1

and only 2% were s

ObLIM OOHAPYKEHBI B TTOJIOCAX JIEPEBLEB BJOJIb PEK U TOJBKO 2% ObLIH
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The habitats varied from small forests and grasslands and significant percent of
arable land to forests, small patches of arable land, and shrubs
Cpena 0butaHMA BapbMpoBanacb OT HEGOIbLINX NECOB U NYTOB U 3HAYUTENBHOTO

NPOLEHTA NAaXOTHbIX 3eMe/lb A0 1eCOB, HEOO/IbLUIMX Y4ACTKOB MaxOTHbIX 3€Me/b U
KYCTapHUKOB




Mosaic landscape with patches of cultivated crops, grasslands and forest
areas are typical

Tunuden Mo3andHbIN JIaHAMA(PT C yYaCTKaMH BO3JECIBIBAEMBIX KYJIBTYP,
JIyraMU U JIECHBIMU MaCCUBaAMU




The major threats to the habitats include
K OCHOBHBIM yTpO3aM ISl CPEJI OOMTAHUS OTHOCSTCS

BSPB

* Plowing of grasslands

the Protection of Binds

e Bcrmamka ayros




Overgrowth of grasslands
3apacTaHue JIyTrOB
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Shredder removal -
Y najieHue KyCTapHUKH Y€PE3 U3MEITbYNATEIIS BSPB

Bulgarian Society for
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Forest management gaps
[IpoOenbl B ynpaBlI€HUH JIECAMHU




Natural fires
[IpupoaHbie 11oXKaphI




Construction of wind farms and solar parks = BSPB

Bulgarian Society for

CTPOI/ITeHBCTBO BCTPAHBIX SHGKTpOCTaHL[I/Iﬁ 1 COJTHEYHBIX IMAaPKOB




Analysis of prey (n = 523) from collected food remains (n = 45 nests)
shows

Ananmu3 1o0be14n (n = 523) u3 coOOpaHHBIX IMUIIEBBIX OCTATKOB (N = 45
IHE3]1) MOKA3bIBACT

* That the main prey are Voles (Arvicolinae) accounting
for 42.64% of all prey

* OCHOBHOM A0OBIYEH SABISAIOTCS MOJIEBKH (Arvicolinae),
Ha JOJII0 KOTOPBIX puxoautcs 42.64% Bcenl 1o0bIun

* 0> L4 < ‘
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A parallel survey of the diet by using photo traps (n = 24 nests) and
examining 141 985 photographs identified 1357 different prey
[MapannenbHoe nccneagoBaHme paumoHa ¢ NomoLbio GoTonoByLwek (n
= 24 rHe3ga) v nsyyeHue 141 985 portorpaduin Boiasmno 1357
Pa3/INYHbIX BUAOB A06bIUM

* The results demonstrate again the dominant role of Voles (36%) as a
main food resource, but followed by lizards (Lacertidae), 30%

* Pe3ynbTaTbl CHOBA AEMOHCTPUPYIOT JOMUHUPYIOLLYIO POJIb
nonesok (36%) B KauecTBe OCHOBHOTIO NMULLEBOrO pecypca, 3a
KoTopbim cneaytoT Awepuupl (Lacertidae) — 30%
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L. europaeus

2%

E. roumanicus
2%

Ranidae
3%

Heonpeaenexu
9%

Talpasp

3%

Serpentes

4%

S. leucodon

Passeri
6%

Apyru
3%

\
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Arvicolinae
36%

Lacertasp
30%
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The main conservation activities include:
K 0CHOBHBIM NPUPOAOOXPAHHBIM MEPONIPUSITUAM OTHOCHATCH:

* Appling biodiversity-friendly forest practices

* [l[pmeHeHne NecHbIX NPAKTUK, 6aaronpuUAaTHbIX AnA
bnopasHoobpa3us

* Improvement breeding and foraging habaitats

* VydllleHHEe MECT Pa3MHOKECHUS U KOPMJICHUS
* Satellite tracking

* AcchepoBaHMA C nepefaTynKkamum

* Implementation of educational programs with children and local
communities

* Peanusanys o6pa3oBaTelIbHBIX IPOrPaMM C JETHMU U MECTHBIMU
coobTITecTRANMIY



Improvement breeding and foraging habitats
YydweHmne MecT Pa3sMHOXEHUA U KOPMJIEHMSA

the Protection of




Satellite tracking
icchepoBaHusa € nepeaatynkamum n

Seures: Estl, Mewar, GesEye, Eafhsir Gsographiss, CNESAlbus uses,
AseBRID, BN, and the GIS Ussr Cermmunisy




Implementation of educational programs with children and local
communities

Peanuzanus oOpa3oBaTelIbHBIX IIPOrpaMM C J€TbMU U MECTHBIMM
COOOIIIECTBAMH







