Distribution, population status, ecology, and conservation of
Eastern Imperial Eagle (4Aquila heliaca) in Thrace Ecoregion
(Bulgaria and Turkiye)
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The Thrace geographical region comprises territories of three states and covers
an area of about 70000 km?

Feorpadpuueckuit permoH Ppakua BKAOYAET TEPPUTOPUU TPEX rocyaapcTs u
3aHuMmaert naowaab okoso 70 000 km?
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Historical review Uctopunuecknu o630p

* At the end of the 19 century, the Eastern Imperial Eagle was widespread throughout
the region, occupying a variety of habitats

* B KoHue XIX BeKa MOrnabHUK Obln LMPOKO PACAPOCTPAaHEH MO BCEMY PETrUOHY,
3aHMMaA pa3Hoobpa3Hble buoTonbl

e The mid-20™ century marked the beginning of its dramatic decline, and in the latter
half of the century the birds breeding in Northern Thrace amounted to 15-20 pairs,
Eastern Thrace harbored scattered pairs along the lower reaches of the Maritsa River,
while 1n Western Thrace the population was estimated at 6-10 pairs only

* CepeagnHa XX BeKa O3HAaMeHOBasla Ha4yano ero pe3Koro ynagka, M BO BTOPOW
nonosuHe croneTtma rHesasawmeca B CesepHon dpakmm ntuubl HacymTbiBanu 15-20
nap, B BoctouHon ®paknum oTAeNbHbIA Napbl OOUTANN MO HUMKHEMY TEYEHUIO PEKU
Mapuubl, a B 3anagHon ®pakum nonynauma oueHusanacb scero B 6-10 nap



* Since 2005, the intensive conservation activities implemented in Bulgaria have
improved the status of the Eastern Imperial Eagle in Northern Trace

e C 2005 ropa WHTEHCUMBHbIE MEPOMNPUATUA NO COXPAHEHMUID, NPOBOAUMbIE B
Bonrapuun, yayydwmnnm ctatyc BOCTOYHOro MornbHMKa B CeBepHon Ppakum

* At the same time, in Western Thrace (the Greece), only one pair was confirmed in
Dadia National Park

* B TO0 e Bpems B 3anagHon Ppakmmn (Ipeumna) B HaumoHaNbHOM napke [dagms
noATBepKAeHa To/IbKo 0/lHa napa

* Since 2008, intensive field research in European Turkey identified an abundant and
stable population of the species

« C 2008 roga WHTEHCUBHble MoneBble uccneaoBaHua B EBponenckon Typuuu
BbIABMIM MHOTOUYMCNEHHYIO N CTAaOU/IbHYIO NONYAALWUIO 3TOro BMAA



For the last two decades, in Bulgaria, 63 different breeding territories were

established, while in European Turkey the number of identified breeding
territories was 64

3a nocnegHue aBa aecatunetusa B boarapum 6bino ycraHoBaAeHO 63 pa3snyHbIX
rHe3AoBbIX TePPUTOPUM, TOrAa KaK B EBponeiickon Typuum Konnmuecrtso
BblfiBJIeHHbIX rHe34,0BbiX TeppuTopuin cocrtaBuno 64




Breeding distribution I'He310BOE pacipOCTpaHEHUE | o
Most of the pairs were distributed

in the European Green Belt area,
along the former Iron Curtain,
where human access had been
strictly limited, thus preserving
extremely rich biodiversity

BonblWKMHCTBO Nap 6binn
PACNPOCTPAHEHbI B 30HE
eBPONENCKOro 3e/1IeHOro Nosca,
BAONb ObIBLLUErO ¥esne3Horo
3aHaBeca, Kyaa AocTyn Ataen
Obln CTPOro OrpaHUYeH, YTo
NO3BOJIN/I0 COXPAHUTb
Yype3Bbl4anmHoO boratoe

e a0 110pa3HO0bOpa3une
AcTEGRID, IeN, el ihe G User Cermmunis;



Population estimation OueHKa YMCNEeHHOCTU HaceneHus _ ~

-
cron * ¥ e L we estimated this sub-population at about 110-
L cermi S B 120 breeding pairs
: b L lcriia  a Breeding of several pairs in Greece, in the

4] _45 Y Greece-Turkey border area,
along the Evros River, 1s also possible
2 HY-75

Mbl OLLeHWAU 3Ty CyBnonynaumio NPUMEpPHO B
“GREECE _ 1'3 - 110-120 rHe3pawmxca nap

AEGEANM SEA

TURKEY

TaK»Xe BO3MOXXHO Pa3sMHOXKEeHUe HECKONbKUX
nap B I'peyuu,

IOMIAMN SEA

B pallOHe rpeKo-TypeLKOW rpaHunLbl, BAONb
PeKn IBpocC

MEDITERRANEAMN SEA



The Thracian sub-population of the Eastern Imperial Eagle gradually increasing
dpaKkuickaa cybnonynauma BOCTOYHOro MOru/IbHUKA NOCTENEHHO yBe/IMYNBAETCA
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Breeding success Ycnex pasmHOXeHuUA

Bg = 1.11 + 0.22
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Main Threats OcHOBHble Yrpo3bl

* Electrocution is a main threat 30.40%,n=17

¢ Hopaﬁcenne JICKTPUICCKUM TOKOM — IJIaBHad yrposa

.
Bulgarian Society for
the Protection of Binds




Mainly in juvenile and immature eagles .
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npeuMyLU,ECTBEHHO Y MonoAabiIX N HENO/10BO3peEJibiX Op/aoB - BSPB

Bulgarien Society for
the Protection of Birds




Poisoning OTtpaBneHue
19.60%,n=11




Shooting Crpenbba
12.50% ,n="7 BSPB

Bulgarien Society for
the Protection of Birds




Poisoning and shooting are probably underestimated!!!
OTpaBneHue U OoTCTpen HaBepHoe HepooueHeHbl!!!

BSPB

Bulgarian Society for
the Protection of Birds




Disturbance becnoKkoucTso

Nest guarding increased by more than 35 % the breeding success of the “risky”
pairs (Z =2.38, p = 0.02)
OxpaHa rHe3ga ysenmumnna ycnex pasmHoOXKeHUA «PUCKOBAHHbIX» nap bonee ye
Ha 35 % (Z = 2.38, p = 0.02). 7 N
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BSPB

Bulgarian Society for
the Protection of Birds




Habitat destruction - a new threat
Pa3pyweHue cpeabl 06UTaHUA — HOBaA Yrpo3a
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Nest-tree cutting Bbipybka gepeBa c rHe3pa




In Bulgaria the main conservation actions include
B bonrapuu ocHOBHble NPUPOAOOXPaHHbIE AEACTBUA BKAIOYAIOT

N

BSPB

Bulgarian Society for
tha Protection of Birds




Nest guarding from the local community
OxpaHa rHe3ga oT mecTHOro coobuiecrsa
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Insulation of hazardous electric poles N
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U3onauma onacHbIX NNEKTPUYHECKUX cton6os SPB

Bulgarian Society for
‘tha Protection of Birds




Purchase of land plots and their subsequent management as
pastures

MoKynKa 3emenibHbIX YY4aCTKOB U nocaeayloLliee NUCnosib3oBaHUe UX B
KayecTBe nacroumuy

Bulgarian Soclety for
the Protection of Birds




ificial nests

CTpOMTEI’I bCTBO UCKYCCTBEHHDbIX rHe34,

Construction of art

BSPB

Bulgarien Soclety for

the Protection of Birds
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o
Restoration of breeding habitats through Poplar planting = ~

BoccTraHOBNEHME THe340BbIX MeCTO6UTaHUA 3a cyeT nocaaKku Tonaoitsb

Bulgarien Society for
the Protection of Birds




Supplementary feeding of pairs during the breeding and the Y

wintering periods - RSP
MoaKopMmKa nap B nepuos pasMmHOMKEHUA U 3MMOBKM

the Protection of Birds
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Satellite tracking N
UccnhepoBaHMA C nepepatynKkamm




Implementation of educational programs with children and local
communities

Peannsauuna obpasoBaresibHbIX NPOrpamm ¢ A4eTbMU U MECTHbIMM
coobLiectBamm
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Actions are needed to mitigate the limiting factors in European Turkey
Heobxoaumbl aencTBuA No CMArYeHU0 orpaHMYMBaloLWmMX GaKTopoBs B
Esponeuckon Typuuu

As well as to study the status of the species in Northern Greece
A TaK)Xe u3yunTb ctaTyc Buaa 8 CesepHou Npeuun
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Bulgarian Society for






