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Short history

• breeding species during last ice age

• historically not well known

• last confirmed breeding in 1810 near Vienna

• possible breeding after WWII and in 1989

• recolonization from 1999 on
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Population development



Population development
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Nest site and breeding success



Nest site and breeding success



Diet composition

• generally quite diverse

• dependent on availability

• very important: 

– Eurasian hare 

– Pheasant

– pigeons & other birds

• locally ground squirrel and hamster 





Diet composition – short snapshot

• camera monitoring

• 5 days:

– 8 hares (only young juveniles)

– 1 mole

– 1 great spotted woodpecker

– 1 indet. small mammal 

(hare or other)



persecution; 5; 21%

prob. persecution; 
7; 29%

train collision; 4; 
17%

wind farm collision; 
2; 8%

vehicle collision; 1; 
4%

lost (unknown); 5; 
21%

Reasons of loss of satellite-tagged 
Imperial Eagles

persecution prob. persecution train collision

wind farm collision vehicle collision lost (unknown)



shooting; 7; 15%

poisoning; 6; 13%

wind farm collision; 12; 
26%vehicle collision; 1; 2%

eletrocution; 2; 4%

train collision; 6; 13%

intraspec. Conflict; 2; 
4%

powerline collision; 1; 
2%

Disease; 3; 6%

unknown; 7; 15%

Mortality reasons of Imperial Eagles in Austria
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